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History[edit]

Gil Eannes was designed to replace a ship with the same name, as hospital 
and support ship for the Portuguese White Fleet. The first Gil Eannes was the 
former German merchant ship Lahneck, captured by the Portuguese 
authorities in 1916. The Lahneck was then renamed Gil Eannes, being 
transformed and employed as auxiliary cruiser by the Portuguese Navy, 
during World War I. In 1927, she was adapted to hospital ship and sent, for 
the first time, to the seas of Newfoundland in support to the Portuguese 
fishing fleet. In 1937, she started to support the White Fleet on a regular 
basis, in 1942 being transferred from the Portuguese Navy to the Portuguese 
guild of codfish fishing ship owners (Grémio dos Armadores de Navios da 
Pesca do Bacalhau).

The Grémio dos Armadores de Navios da Pesca do Bacalhau ordered a new 
ship to replace the first Gil Eannes. The new Gil Eannes was built by the 
Viana do Castelo Naval Shipyards, in 1955. She was designed as a state of 
the art hospital ship, also being able to provide a wide range of services in 
support to the Portuguese fishing vessels. So besides hospital, the ship 
served as tug, icebreaker, mail ship and supply ship. The ship also served as 
the Portuguese maritime authority for the White Fleet, when it was operating 
in the high seas, for this role carrying on board a naval officer who acted as 
harbourmaster.

In 1963, the Gil Eannes started to operate as passenger and reefer ship 
during the periods between the codfish fishing seasons. In 1973, the ship 
made the last trip to the seas of Newfoundland. In the same year, Gil Eannes 
was sent to Brazil in a diplomatic trip under the sponsorship of then 
Portuguese ambassador José Hermano Saraiva.

After the last trip in 1973, the ship lost his functions, staying moored and 
abandoned in the Port of Lisbon for many years. The ship was intended to be 
demolished for scrap.

In 1997, the historian and TV presenter José Hermano Saraiva (sponsor of 
the last trip of the ship when he was ambassador to Brazil) launched, in one 
of his history TV programs, a campaign to save the historical ship Gil Eannes 
from the intended demolition that was planed to occur a few days from there .

The Gil Eannes was able to be saved in the last minute and, in 1998, she was 
restored in the Viana do Castelo shipyards, with the support of several 
institutions, private companies and citizens. Part of the ship (part of the 
former wards) was transformed in a 60 bed youth hostel, the rest of the ship 
being restored according to the original features to be a museum ship.

Gil Eannes is now permanently moored in the Viana do Castelo fishing harbor 
and managed by the Gil Eannes Foundation.
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