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ebruary 2015 and what a bitter cold month of the year it can be here in the UK. Not at all my 

favourite time of the year and doubly so right now for us as a family, because times could not 
be more challenging.  

 
Some of you will have gleaned along the way that we own and run a village shop situated in The Peak 

District of Derbyshire. In the early part of last year we also took on the village Post Office and saved it 
from extinction. It all sounds rather idylic but with a good slice of stress thown in for good measure 

and so it is.  
 

In May of last year however, we began to hear rumour that Tesco’s had their eye on a nearly 
redundent pub in our village which along with some 200 other pubs had been aquired from the 
brewery by a national development company. Thankfully, Tesco’s have too many problems of their 

own and indeed their interest melted away, but only then leaving the field open to others and sure 
enough the Co-op have now decided to have a go and a week into the month of February they started 

posting glossy leaflets through letterboxes to announce what they proposed to do. Whatever their 
plans, it would mean the end for us as a family business as there is simply no room in our village for 

two competing shops and it would be us who would have to go in the face of a multi-national 
development from a company intent on simply appropriating dominance of a limited market.  

 
The business we own today was actually started in the late 1930’s in the front room of a cottage 

which stands beside our shop. It came with the shop when we purchased it and unsure what else to 
do with it we extensively renovated it and turned it into what has become a very popular holiday 

cottage. If you might be considering a holiday in the area, you can read more about it HERE.  
 

The cottage ‘shop’ business grew steadily untill by the very early 1960’s a small purpose built shop 
was justified in the front garden. This shop was then doubled in size a couple of years later and it 

F 

http://www.sykescottages.co.uk/cottage/Peak-District-Peak-District-Derbyshire-Dales-Baslow/Clematis-Cottage-4126.html
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then served the community admirably untill one fateful day in the 1980’s when the gentleman 
owning the business was suddenly taken ill at the wheel of his delivery van, crashed and was killed. 

As a young police constable dealing with traffic control at the scene, I had no idea I would one day 
own his business! His widow dutifully kept the business going with help from her wider family but by 

2002 she was more than ready to retire and it was at this point that my wife and I enquired about 
trying to take the business on – a business which by now was in serious decline.  

 
We breathed new life into it and the future looked bright untill the global recession hit and like 

everyone else, our business began to slow. Some three years later as we slowly began to climb out of 
recession, we were dealt another blow when the owner of a similar shop in a neighbouring village 

managed to secure a new site within that village and created a large and impressive convienience 
store which inevitable took some business away from us. We carried on hoping things would pick and 

I believe they were, but then back in May of last year the news broke that a major supermarket chain 
had now got it’s eye on a pub just 400 mtrs down the road from us! Could our situation possibly 

become more challanging? As a result the time has now arrived for our community to decide just 
what it wants for the village and we have embarked on finding out, starting with an in-store petition 

for customers to sign if they wish to. 
 

In the space of just a week the response has been remarkable and we have been taken aback at the 
level of public outcry at the possiblity of their village shop and Post Office being forced out of 
business at the whim of a corporation with a blank cheque to spend. It has been incredible to see the 

level of community support which has risen up in the face of this attempt to take over a business 
which has been built up and maintained by two families over the past 80yrs or so. Maybe you have 

experienced something similar and if so I would love to hear from you. Our local MP is already being 
urged to involve himself!  

 
If you would like to follow our situation as it unfolds, I would suggest you do so via facebook, where, 
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without prompting, one kindly soul has already created a ‘Baslow Save Our Shop’ web-page, which 
is viewable HERE. I have also taken the opportunity to make our own shop profile on facebook, so 

that viewers can see what they will lose if and when we are forced to close. This is viewable HERE.   
 

So why am I telling you all this? Two reasons really. The first is that I know of at least three other O 
gauge train enthusiasts who have really found 2014 a very hard year and I would like to demonstrate 

that they are not alone in this and encourage them to keep going in the face of the adversity they also 
face. Secondly, I’m telling you this because I want you to know why I have decided to give the 

production of this e-newsletter a rest. I won’t say I’m quitting it for good, because you just never 
know what is round the corner in life, but to give it a rest seems very appropriate to me right now.  

 
When I was first invited to try and help Andries Grabowsky advertise his products, there seemed to 

me to be a crying need for something which let the customers know what the company plans were 
and more particularly, how they were going about outworking those plans and so soon after the 

introduction of the Darstaed e-newsletter, readers were actually venturing into the factory to see for 
themselves what was being done and the ability to do so was one of the aspects of the newsletters 

which was so appreciated by the readers. With the advent of ‘Just the Ticket’ the scope to inform 
the public of what was happening was thrown out to any other maker and others such as Seven Mill, 

Merkur, ETS and laterly ACE Trains who were all happy to take up the opportunity to do so to one 
degree or another. 
 

Much has happened however over the 22 months since ‘JtT’ was introduced. Darstaed in particular 
now makes regular use of facebook and The Classic O Gauge Forum to update it’s customers, so 

much of the news carried in ‘JtT’ is in truth ‘old’ before it has been published – despite the fact the 
editions come out monthly. Similarly, ACE Trains has always had it’s own website and forum to 

communicate information. Dealer Paul Lumsdon of WJ Vintage Trains produces an excellent e-
newsletter which carries information about different brands and I would encourage all readers of ‘JtT’ 

https://www.facebook.com/baslowsos
https://www.facebook.com/Baslowshopandpostoffice
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to make sure you are on Paul’s mailing list. Others who feature in the pages of ‘JtT’ such as Neil 

Bailey or Vintage Trains Norwich, Colin Toten of Raylo, Dave, ‘The O Gauge Guy’ in Australia, Rob 
Giskes in The Netherlands and again laterly Dave Barnicoat of ‘A Toy Guy.com’ all have excellent 
websites and also make use of the forum(s) to communicate with their customers, so as you will see, 

to a large extent the work of ‘Just the Ticket’ has been done me thinks? 
 

Finally there is one other specific reason why I have decided to give production of ‘JtT’ a break and 
this is of course, the HRCA who have so kindly invited me to take on the role of editor of their 

associations journal – The Hornby Railway Collector.  
 

This is a commissioned role for me and one I have obviously accepted to take up and when I do such 
things they are never done casually. I am totally committed to giving the association a worthy 

sucessor to the sterling work which retiring editor Chris Graebe has done for the past eight years. 
The HRCA have been enormously generous with me and given me a perfectly free hand to compose 

the forthcoming journals very much as I feel led so to do. I have spent the past six months coming to 
terms with computer software, the likes of which I have had no former experience with and this has 

been a challenging and interesting time in itself. I have also spent this time, listening to members and 
discussing with HRCA committee members just what they would like, as much as what I might like 

to see done and this too has also been very helpful to me.  
 

Encouraged by the feedback, I am now at a point where I am certainly very much more familiar with 
the software than I was in August of last year and I have also formulated some distinct ideas on how 

the journals under my editorial control will look and I’m given cause to think the members should 
like what they see. Within the pages of the journal, Terry Heaslip has for a long time compiled a 

‘Spares & Repair’ section and a very valuable element of the journal this is too. Over the years this 
section has also come to look at the world of ‘New Compatibles’ from makes such as ACE Trains, 
Darstaed and others and again, as the incoming editor I very much appreciate this and anticipate 



6 
 

this side of the hobby will continue to be acknowledged through the writings of Terry.  
 

So there you have it. As you can see, much of what appears in ‘JtT’ is readily accessible elsewhere; I 
have a great deal happening in my personal business life and I am fully committed to producing the 

HRCA journals – my first being the month of March. As a result, I trust you will forgive and 
understand why it is I have now decided to put ‘JtT’ to one side for the time being, but who knows 

what the future holds? It has been my pleasure to produce them and I have greatly appreciated the 
emails of thanks which come in after every edition goes out and every message of support and 

encouragement when times seemed a bit difficult. The hobby is very alive and well and if ‘JtT’ has 
managed to play a small part in making sure this is the case then I am well pleased.  

 
If you have been quietly working away on something you hoped to see in the e-newsletter, or have 

only recently signed up to receive the newsletters, as I know some have,  I can only appoloigise for 
this sudden turn of events and trust that you will understand. Should you be a member of the HRCA 

then clearly there is scope for that article to go into the pages of one of the journals so please finish 
your article and send it to me. If you are not a HRCA member and your article has Hornby 

connections, then maybe it might be time to consider joining the association? 
 

For all the support and encouragement over the past couple of years or so I can only say once again a 
very big thank you. 

 
 

 
 

David Upton 
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Keeping in touch. 
 
 

 
   
  

 ‘THE CLASSIC O GAUGE FORUM’ tinplate trains * coarse scale * 2 and 3 rail * worldwide. 

 An independent forum covering all brands of coarse scale tin plate O Gauge, both modern & vintage: 

www.classicogauge.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The forum for all things ACE Trains click HERE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below are a couple of remarkable sites catering mainly for the American enthusiast. 

http://www.classicogauge.net/
http://atoc.forumotion.com/
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For the OGR Forum click HERE 

 

 

J&C Studios O Gauge Archive O Gauge / O Scale Forums and Individual Blogs for Model Railroading. For the 

site click HERE It’s on this site that I have my own ‘blog’ in which I post on any developments relating to my garden layout 

and all that runs on it. To view click HERE  

      

 
 

http://ogrforum.ogaugerr.com/forum/3-rail---o27-hi-rail-and-classic-o-gauge
http://www.jcstudiosinc.com/Archive
http://www.jcstudiosinc.com/BlogCategoryMain?catId=944

