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Welcome to the May 2015 Newsletter

spring subsides and summer approaches welcome to another edition of
the newsletter. I'm afraid this one starts off with a somewhat sombre tone
as we remember one of the great engineers and enthusiasts of the O Gauge
world, Gustav Taus from ETS who died in April.

RIP Gustav Taus

As I am sure many of you will have already heard, sadly Gustav Taus, CEO
of ETS in Prague died on Saturday 25th April, 2015.

A cross of flowers adorns Gustav Taus’s desk in his memory

Gustav had been unwell since a bad fall just before Christmas 2014, but
after a lengthy spell in hospital had recently returned home to recuperate
further.

He died peacefully with all his family at his bedside.

Gustav was both a great colleague and friend to me, indeed it was largely



down to his support and enthusiasm that I launched WJVintage back in
2011, and I for one will miss him greatly.

My heartfelt condolences go out to his wife, Barbara and their children,
Gustav Jnr and Tereza, as well as the rest of his family.

Rest in peace Gustav.

As for ETS, well the future looks to be in good hands. Barbara Taus is
planning to re-structure the business with Jiri Nemecek and Zuzana Tomkova
as partners. Jiri and Zuzana have in fact been running the business in all but
name for quite some time and they are both extremely competent, Jiri in
engineering and design and Zuzana in business management and finance. I
wish them the very best of luck as they move ETS forward.
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Happier Times - Gustav pictured with (L to R) Zuzana Tomkova, Me and Jiri Nemecek in October 2014

Other News

You may recall that last month I mentioned some new product development
I have been working on for some time, and I promised an update this
month.

Well, I am pleased and excited to now be able to announce the launch of a
great new range of tinplate wagons. Please see the ‘What’'s New’ section
for full details of what I hope will become an ongoing programme for some
time to come. These will be manufactured by ETS in Prague and will stand as
a fitting tribute to Gustav and the fine legacy of O Gauge models he leaves
us with.

The latest Ivatt 2F ‘Mickey Mouse’ has also just arrived and looks absolutely

lovely in its mixed traffic, lined BR scheme. With a highly limited production

of just 100 locos total across 5 schemes, I feel these are destined to become
much sought after models over time.

So there are plenty of great new products to tempt you all with and I will
endeavour to display them all at the various shows and meetings I attend. I



once again have quite a full programme for the next month so please read
the ‘See Us at Shows’ section at the end of this newsletter for full details
and if you are free why not get along to one local to you? I hope to bump
into as many of you as possible during my travels! (with apologies to my
overseas readers who obviously can’t get along to these events).

Finally I must just mention Darstaed. Many of you (particularly in the UK)
will be aware of a developing situation involving Darstaed UK. In the update
below I have included a statement from Andries Grabowsky which will
hopefully go some way toward clarifying matters.

Out and About
Bassett-Lowke Northern Leigh, Lancs, 9" May

When George Johnson announced last year that he was going to step down
as organiser of the Bassett-Lowke Northern Shows, I was a little concerned
for the future. This was however short-lived as it was soon announced that O
Gauge specialists, JPL Models would be taking over the organisation. This
was their first show in charge and I am pleased to report it was ‘business as
usual’.

I have been travelling to Leigh for about 3 years now and it is always a real
joy to attend. Everyone is friendly and welcoming and as I normally drive up
with Mike Green on the Friday afternoon, we also get to enjoy a bit of a ‘boys
night out’” at The Greyhound Hotel which is always good fun (but does
occasionally result in a sore head on Saturday morning). This year we were
joined at dinner by Bassett-Lowke Society stalwart, John Ingram, who had
endured a rather fraught journey up from Wiltshire but made it just in time
for the meal.

On the day itself we arrived around 8:30am and tea was already brewing.
Mike Green followed tradition and duly bought the sausage baps to get the
day off to a good start!



Despite the best attempts of the M62 to disrupt the local area, the show also
got off to a brisk start at 10am. To clarify, the M62 was closed for much of
the day due to an incident and one of my customers arrived in the afternoon
having spent 4 hours to cover 50 miles - that’s dedication for you!

John Ingram made the day for me. He has always been a big fan of my
WVintage six-wheel milk tankers and he decided to run a long rake of 10
Express Dairy wagons for most of the day on the main Bassett-Lowke layout.
Then in the afternoon, by way of a test of both hauling capacity and ability to
run on raised centre third rail track, I was invited to put the latest Seven Mill



Models ‘Mickey Mouse’ to work. I have to say it performed admirably and
pulled the 10 six-wheelers and two brake vans smoothly and with absolute
ease. I hope you’ll agree it really looks the part — and certainly got some
admiring glances too!

There were three working layouts in total including three rail tinplate track in
the room adjoining the main hall. Here I was able to test the prototype of
the proposed Merkur J94. In its current form it won’t run on Bassett-Lowke
raised centre third track, but on the level tinplate it was fine and looked very
impressive. Sadly I forgot to take any photos - sorry!

As I have mentioned in a previous newsletter the outline of this loco is very
accurate so let’s hope Merkur progress the amendments that the UK team
have requested and provide us with a useful little loco in the not too distant
future.

The Bassett-Lowke Northern boys hold their exhibition and swapmeet twice a
year in spring and autumn. They are a really hospitable bunch and put on a
very good show, so if you haven't already visited this event, I would
thoroughly recommend it. I hope to see you there in October!



What's New?
Fantastic New Range of Private Owner Wagons Launches

Here!

Ever since I left Corgi and set up WVintage back in 2011, I have wanted to
produce a range of PO wagons to continue the work I had started when
working on the Bassett-Lowke range for Corgi/Hornby.

Unfortunately the minimum order quantity for litho-printed tinplate sheets
has always proven to be uneconomic and so this project has been on the
backburner.

Now however, a new process has been developed and this has brought the
minimum order quantities down levels that are more realistic.

So I am delighted to announce a brand new range of tinplate O Gauge 7-
Plank PO Wagons, all of which will be produced in strictly limited quantities
for exclusive distribution by WVintage and Raylo
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Bass Beer

Cadbury Huntlev & Palmer

Please note: photos show pre-production ‘mocked-up’ prototypes. Production wagons will feature top
quality, full colour tin printing with embossed body details

Series 1 will comprise of Bass Beer, Colman’s Mustard, Cadbury and Huntley
& Palmers. Only 100 pieces of each of these lovely colourful PO Wagons will
be produced.

Priced at just £35.00 each plus P&P they will surely prove to be extremely
popular. First deliveries are due in June so please get your pre-orders in now
to avoid disappointment.

e Precision engineered
e For use with all coarse scale ‘O’ gauge locomotives



Fitted with standard Bassett Lowke/Ace style droplink couplings
Suitable for minimum 24” (610mm)radius curves

Insulated wheels for 2 or 3 rail use

Tinplate body construction

Beautifully printed full-colour, authentic liveries

Embossed body details

Cast brake gear

Not suitable for children under 14 years

Series 2 is already in development and is planned for release later in the
year. It will feature Private Owner Colliery Wagons

Hopper Wagon Update

Several customers have enquired recently about the Hopper Wagon, which
we originally planned to launch this spring. I do apologise for the delay but I
am pleased to say that work is still progressing well. Development has taken
a little longer than expected as we have improved the specification slightly.
Availability is now planned for August.

The good news is that reaction to these has been so good that we have
added to the liveries and will now be producing four different designs as
follows:

LONDON BRICK C°& FOR DERs 1=
AF RICA HOUSE KINCSW AY

B e P B LONDONwC2 Nt 1001

A |
 al

—y

London Brick

207
194720

NE




The projected price for the Hopper Wagons is £45.00 each plus P&P. You are
most welcome to either place, amend or add to a pre-order as you wish.
These will be limited although exact production numbers have not yet been
decided.

They will be available exclusively through WJVintage and Raylo.

Superb New Seven Mill Models

Ivatt LMS/BR 2F/2P, 2-6-0, ‘Mickey Mouse’ — BR Black
Lined

Just arrived into stock is the latest Ivatt LMS/BR 2F/2P 2-6-0 'Mickey Mouse'
from Seven Mill Models. The BR (early Crest) Black Lined examples have
arrived and they really do look very smart. LMS plain black and BR (late
crest) plain black schemes are also now available and the BR (late crest)
Black Lined and BR Green Lined schemes will be delivered very soon.

See the table below for full details of schemes and running numbers
available.

These locos are all O gauge coarse scale and operate at 10-14 V DC, 2 or 3
rail (switchable).They feature twin motors and twin clutch drive for super
smooth running and maximum hauling capacity. All locos are finished in a
beautiful and very authentic satin sheen finish.



Here is the full specification:

e Limited edition of just 100 pieces
total (all liveries)

e Precision engineered chassis
e Twin electric motors, 10-14V DC

Twin clutch drive for smooth pick-up
and power-down

e 2/3 Rail and isolating switch

years

Highly detailed, cast metal body
Detailed backhead
Sprung buffers
Set of lamps

Satin sheen finish
Not suitable for children under 14

Here is a table showing all schemes and running number options:

LMS Plain Black

6400

6419

X

X

BR Plain Black

46400

46460

46466

46473

BR Mixed Traffic (Lined)

46400 Early crest

46460 Early crest

46466 Early crest

46473 Early crest

BR Mixed Traffic (Lined)

46400 Late crest

46460 Late crest

46466 Late crest

46473 Late crest

BR Green (Lined)

46508

46522

X

X

Remember, there are only 100 pieces being produced in total, across all the
schemes and running numbers. To avoid disappointment do please order as

quickly as possible.

The price for plain (non-lined) BR/LMS versions is £625.00 each plus P&P
and for lined BR versions is £675.00 each plus P&P.




Please call me on 07711 092497 or email me at
wijvintage@lumsdon.eclipse.co.uk to secure your order.

Superb Seven Mill Models

LNER/BR Peppercorn Al Pacific 4-6-2

I have limited stock of each of these superb Seven Mill Models locomotives.
The Peppercorn Al Pacific 4-6-2 is highly limited to just 45 models
comprising 9 of each of the following:

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘W P Allen’

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘North British’

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘Hal ‘O’ The Wynd’
BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘Flamboyant’

BR Green Lined (early crest) 'Sir Vincent Raven’ _

The Als are all priced at £795.00 each plus P&P

LNER/BR Peppercorn A2 Pacific 4-6-2
The names listed below are the only A2s I still have in stock. Do please get
in touch as quickly as possible to secure yours and avoid disappointment.
The Peppercorn A2 Pacific 4-6-2 is highly limited to just 55 models in
total.

Below is the full list with availability:

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘Sugar Palm’ - Available now

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘Tudor Minstrel’ - Available now VERY LOW STOCK
BR Green Lined (early crest) 'Trimbush’- Available now

BR Apple Green lined ‘Sun Chariot’ - Available now

BR Apple Green lined ‘Tudor Minstrel’ Available now

The A2s are all priced at £795.00 each plus P&P

The impressive specification for the A1 and A2 locomotives is as follows:
Hand produced and individually tested

Precision engineered chassis

Twin electric motors (12-20 Volt DC)

Twin Clutch drive for smooth pick-up and power-down

2/3 Rail operation with separate isolating switch

Highly detailed, scale, cast metal body

Detailed backhead

Double chimney (A1)/Single chimney (A2) and banjo dome with cut away smoke deflectors
Sprung buffers

Gloss finish

Not suitable for children under 14 year
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Satin Finish

The satin sheen finish on the new Ivatt 2F locos has proven so popular that
we have decided to offer this as a ‘to special order’ option on the Als and
A2s. Please get in touch for details.

Darstaed News

prEMIER DARSTAED UK PREMIER

DEALER Trains de Luxe DEALER

Tinplate Excellence Since 1966

Most of you will probably be aware that there has been some disruption in
the Darstaed camp of late. To clarify matters and allay fears here is a
statement released by Andries Grabowsky of Darstaed

Ladies and Gentlemen, Xiamen, China, 15-05-2015

To answer the questions posed by many of you I have to confirm that the
differences between Darstaed UK and Darstaed have developed into
irreconcilable positions. For that reason we have decided to part ways.

The function of our factory stock holder and distribution point will now been
taken over by Darstaed Europe with offices in The Hague and a warehouse
located in Zeist, The Netherlands.

We thank all who have expressed their support and hope to continue to count
on all those who enjoy our products made since 1996 whether Darstaed or not.
In the end, survival of any company depends on the satisfaction of its
customers.

Cheers,

Andries

So what does this man for you the customer?

Well as far as I can see it will be pretty much ‘business as usual’. There may
be some delays as things get up and running via the Netherlands but as far
as I can determine the balance of the corridor coaches will all be available
very soon.

I am informed that the C sets of the previously released LMS and BR liveries
are all imminent. So too are the GWR A, B & C sets, plus all the Full Brakes.

As soon as I have more details and photographs I will post them to my
website/Facebook page and in the next edition of this newsletter.

In the meantime I do still have some stock of the B sets as follows



These sets all priced at £295.00 are available and in stock
now:

LMS Period 1 LMS Period 2
Set B (3 coach set) Set B (3 coach set)
12 Wheel Dining * Kitchen * Brake 1st 12 Wheel Dining * Kitchen * Brake 1st

BR Carmine & Cream (ex LMS 1) BR Maroon (ex LMS 2)
Set B (3 coach set) Set B (3 coach set)

12 Wheel Dining * Kitchen * Brake 1° 12 Wheel Dining * Kitchen * Brake 1st

I do still have a very limited number of Set As in stock. These are all priced
at £275.00 per set plus P&P.

2-Rail adapter pick-ups for Corridor Coaches are also now available. They
are priced at £25.00 each (Plus P&P) and comprise a complete new 2-Rail
bogie to replace the 3-Rail Pick up bogie included with the original sets



Railcar Update
The impressive line-up of Railcars is now complete with the recent arrival of
the all-over Carmine BR Parcels variant. Sadly I have to report that all these

have been snapped up through pre-orders so I have none available (unless I
get a cancellation).

At time of going to press I still have stock of the following:

GWR (Chocolate/Cream), BR (Green) and BR (Carmine and Cream)
Passenger Railcars and GWR (Chocolate/Cream) Express Parcels.

The price for Passenger versions (with detailed interior and interior lighting)
is £450.00 each plus P&P and for the Parcels version is £430.00 each plus
P&P.
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Bassett-Lowke - New Old Stock

It must have been a quiet month as I still have both of the superb Bassett-
Lowke A3 locos that were featured last month. Both are pre-owned but
neither has been run and they are both in stunning, as new, mint condition
with very good boxes. Both feature a 2/3 rail switch with central isolator
position, illuminating firebox, smoke generator and sprung buffers.

What’'s more, one of them is a very rare model indeed.



BL99019 Class A3 Pacific 4-6-2 ‘Prince Palatine’ BR blue lined 60052
- £725.00 plus P&P (£16.50 for UK)

This model was produced as a ‘special’ for the model retailer ‘"Much Ado About
Toys’ (sadly now no longer trading). I believe only 50 pieces were produced
making it one of the rarest of the Leicester/Corgi produced Bassett-Lowke
locomotives.

This particular model is number 23 as denoted by the brass plaque on the fall
plate. The model comes complete with train name board and a set of lamps,
plus operating instructions. I have tested the model on my rolling road and
can confirm it is a very smooth runner indeed.

BL99024 Class A3 Pacific 4-6-2 ‘Flying Scotsman’ BR green lined
60103 (with smoke deflectors) - £650.00 plus P&P (£16.50 for UK)

This beautiful locomotive is also in brand new and unused condition. It
features the post-war smoke deflectors and corridor tender. It is one of a
limited edition of only 250 pieces.

This particular model is number 135 as denoted by the brass plaque on the
fall plate. The model is supplied complete with lamps and operating
instructions. I have tested the model on my rolling road and can confirm it is
a very smooth runner indeed.

These are becoming very difficult to find now, particularly in new, unused
condition such as this example.



I can only offer these locomotives on a first come, first served basis. If you
are interested please call me on 07711 092497 or email me at
wijvintage@lumsdon.eclipse.co.uk to check availability

n Find us on:
facebook.

WVintace is on Facebook — The power of Advertising!
Remember news breaks first on our facebook page so if you want to be

amongst the first to see what’s new, join up and ‘like’ the WJVintage page.
We have now exceeded the 200 milestone with 238 ‘likes’ at time of going to
press.

This has jumped dramatically this past month as I placed a targeted advert
onto a number of Facebook’s model railway pages. There is obviously plenty
of interest out there which has to be good news!

How much of it is from dedicated O Gauge enthusiasts remains to be seen
but I am keeping an open mind and we’ll see if interest continues to develop.

See us at Shows

If it's convenient and you’d like to save the postage why not come and see us at
one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England and you
can buy on the day.

We always like to meet our customers face to face - it makes a pleasant change
from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!
Below are our forthcoming shows:

Tuesday May 26t - Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night)
Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21
5HD - 5:30pm to 9:00pm (OO0’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts)

Saturday May 30t — Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs)
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, Esher,
Surrey, KT10 9A] - 10:30am to 3:30pm

Mon Jun 1st - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Northend, Warks
Burton Dassett Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Southam, Warwickshire,
CVv47 2TN - 4pm to 8:30pm

Tuesday Jun 2nd - HRCA Merseyside Area HRCA Meeting
Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to
9.00pm
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Saturday June 13t" - Bassett-Lowke Society, Digswell
The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 OEA -
10:30am to 3:30pm

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy

Online

Remember, to order any of our products online is really straightforward. Please
go to the website - www.wjvintage.co.uk - find the required item and add it to
your cart. You can then either continue shopping or check out. We use a PayPal
system for all transactions including all major credit cards (you don’t have to
have a PayPal account). This gives you the same level of protection that you
would have with any eBay transaction and is extremely secure. Please note the
website only calculates UK mainland shipping. All overseas customers should
email for a postal quote

Credit Card

We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your order
with us by calling 07711 092497 - please have your card to hand when
calling. We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.

Cheque

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just download
the order form from our website and complete your requirements. Then make a
cheque out for the total and post both order form and cheque to us at the
address shown.

That's all until next month

Pad
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