
 

 

                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

Welcome to the April 2015 Newsletter 

 
Well as predicted last month, with the coming of spring, so too the O Gauge 

world has awoken from its winter slumber and I have been all over the 
country in the past month attending some really great shows and club 

meetings. I have reported the highlights of some of these in the ‘Out and 
About’ section below and, of course don’t forget my ‘See us at Shows’ 

section at the end of the newsletter to see where I will be pitching up over 
the next few weeks. 

 
I have also been working hard on product development over the past few 

weeks/months. Of course, progress isn’t always as quick as I would like and 
so frustratingly I can say no more just for the moment.     However I hope to 

be able to announce an exciting brand new project next month! 

 
However, that’s not to say there aren’t also some very exciting 

developments this month too. Scroll down to the ‘What’s New’ section to 
see the first production variants of the brand new Seven Mill Models Ivatt 

LMS/BR 2F 2-6-0 ‘Mickey Mouse’. This really is a lovely little locomotive with 
bags of character and lots of potential too!  

 

Out and About 
Bassett-Lowke Society, Digswell 21st March 
As many of you will be aware, I have always enjoyed the Bassett-Lowke 
running days held until recently at Hatfield, but now moved to a new venue, 

The Cowper Arms at Digswell, near Welwyn. Sadly on the occasion of the 
spring meeting this year there was a clash with a big TCS show just 20 odd 

miles north at Biggleswade. So my expectations were that this might well be 

a quiet affair. 
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Look at the 

concentration at 

Digswell! 



In fact it turned out to be a very pleasant day indeed. Yes, I guess overall 

attendance may have been down just a little, but here is what actually 
happened. Quite a few regulars arrived early and then moved off to 

Biggleswade later in the day, whilst others arrived at lunchtime, having 
already been to the TCS event in the morning. The net effect was that there 

was a decent crowd all day long without it ever seeming to be too busy. 
The only gripe from Chairman Mike Green was that not so many people 

brought items to run. This however had a silver lining for me as I was invited 
to run some of my ‘modern’ coarse scale locos. I jumped at the opportunity 

and was able to test run one of the Seven Mill Models Peppercorn A2, which I 
have to say was very warmly received by the onlookers, with lots of very 

positive comments. I have to say, it really is a beautiful, smooth runner and 
looks the part too, so I guess I shouldn’t have been surprised. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Seven Mill Models A2 ‘Sugar Palm’ approaches the footbridge on the BL layout at Digswell 
 

I really wanted to run the GWR Diesel Railcars as well but sadly the 

clearance under the power bogies is just not quite enough to cope with 
Bassett-Lowke raised centre third rail track. However I did manage to pose 

the Railcars on a siding for a photo-call! 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



HRCA Cambridge Meeting, Fulbourn, 24th March 
As I am sure I have mentioned before, the Cambridge HRCA running nights 
at Fulbourn are always very friendly and welcoming and I really enjoy going 

along. On this occasion I took with me the prototype of the forthcoming 
Merkur J94 0-6-0 Austerity loco, just to let people have a quick look.  
 

 
 

By complete coincidence, Fulbourn regular, John Wooley, just happened to 

have a very nice kit-built finescale J94 which he was running on his army 
display layout. What an opportunity to compare and contrast finescale model 

against coarse scale ‘toy’!  
 

  
 

In case you are wondering, the finescale model is the green one on the left. 

The blue Merkur prototype has a couple of known issues that are being 
worked on but I have to say that it looks extremely accurate in all other 

respects. The coarse scale model is a fraction taller than the finescale, 

largely due to the heavy flanges on the wheels. Everything about the coarse 
scale mech is considerably ‘beefier’ but apart from that it is excellent and 

must score 10 out of 10. This could be one to look out for. If only Merkur 



would give some indication as to when it will become available! Typical O 

Gauge frustrations!! 
 

Beckenham & West Wickham Model Railway Club Vintage 
Toy Train Show, 11th April 
I have never been to the Beckenham Vintage Show before as in previous 

years it has always been full in terms of trader space. So when organiser, 
Tony Penn, invited me to this year’s event I was very keen to go. It was a bit 

of a calculated risk as it clashed with Rugby Vintage but I was in the mood to 
try something different and so I accepted the invitation. 

I am pleased I did. This is a very well organised show spread over 3 large 
halls at St John’s Church in Beckenham and it featured no fewer than ten 

working layouts, five of which were O Gauge. 
 

 
A view across one of the 3 large halls at the Beckenham Vintage Show 

 

Upon arrival I got set up fairly early and was pleased to find myself opposite 
the fascinating layout created by Mark Carne. Every time I go to a show it 

seems Mark has something on display that I have never seen before and this 
was no exception.  

This was an O Gauge tribute to MPJ Barritt & Co of Sheffield. There are 
others who claim to have led the revival in O Gauge Coarse Scale in the UK. 

But ask Mark Carne and he will tell you it was actually Myke Barritt, who as a 
one man band pioneered the revival and produced a number of tinplate locos 

and wagons from the early 1980s to the mid-1990s. 
The really nice thing about them is that they were all handmade and hand 

decorated to a very high standard.  

Even better from my perspective was the fact that although Mark had a 
number of Barritt locos on display, his motive power for the rakes of 



fabulous wagons and carriages being demonstrated was a combination of 

various ETS Terriers and Bassett-Lowke Pecketts – so excellent advertising 
for my wares located just over the aisle – many thanks Mark! 
 

      
 

 
Mark Carne sits behind his superb display of Barritt locos and coaches 

Other highlights included Gerry Tryhorn and Graham Lock with their Tappers 
O Gauge ‘mini’ layout, showing just how much you can pack onto a table 

top, Monica Embling and her Hornby Clockwork, a superb French Hornby O 
Gauge layout by Adam Heeley and Bryan Pentland’s Cold Mountain O Gauge, 

complete with working cable cars! I’ll let the pictures tell their own story. 

 
   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Customer Corner 
This month’s Customer Corner features something a little different. Back in 

January at the Bassett-Lowke show held at Tewin Village hall, I had the 
pleasure of meeting Richard Tremaine. Richard was showing a keen interest 

in the Seven Mill Models B17.  
 

He went on to explain that he was one of the motivators and original 

members of the Cambridge Railway Circle (now 100 members). The Group 
donated £200 from their tea kitty to a B17 project that was looking into the 



viability of creating a new build LNER Class B17 4-6-0 locomotive capable of 

operating on the national railway network and at heritage railway centres. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

B17 ‘Special’ 61673 poses alongside Richard Tremaine’s shed plate 31A (Cambridge) 
 

This led to the formation of the B17 Steam Locomotive Trust, a registered 
charity whose objective is to create a brand new locomotive, No.61673, 

‘Spirit of Sandringham’. This will become a unique locomotive as none of the 
original B17s survived into preservation.  

A key aspiration of the Trust is for the new loco to be built entirely in Great 
Britain, providing educational and skills training through apprenticeships and 

other engineering schemes. Once project got the go-ahead and the decision 

was made to manufacture the new locomotive at Llangollen, Richard became 
committed to joining the Trust as he has also had a 25 year relationship with 

the Llangollen Heritage Railway in North Wales. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Richard has now taken delivery of a ‘special’ B17 of his own. Seven Mill 
Models, in collaboration with DJH Models, have produced a one-off O Gauge 

B17 for Richard which represents 61672 ‘West Ham United’ on one side but 



61673 ‘Spirit of Sandringham’ on the other. Richard also has some spare 

name plates and boiler numbers to alternate between the two and intends to 
use the model to promote the B17 Trust and ‘Spirit of Sandringham’ at 

railway events around the country.  

 
 

If you would like to find out more information about the B17 ‘Spirit of 

Sandringham, or if you would like to consider supporting the B17 Locomotive 
Trust, please take a look at their website www.b17steamloco.com  

 

 

British Toy Trains Part 1 
Last month I featured this brand new book by Michael Foster and suggested 
that if anyone was interested they could contact me and I would put them in 

touch with Michael.  
Well since then Michael has been in touch with me and to simplify matters he 

has now sent me a good quantity of the books which I can sell to you 

directly. So if you would like a copy of this excellent reference book covering 
the products of Whitanco, Burnett, Chad Valley, Palitoy, Astra and DCMT, 

please get in touch. The price is £18.00 plus P&P (£3.00 for UK – 2nd class 
postage). 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Setting the Record Straight 
I should also mention that last month I stated Michael had ‘boldly gone 

where no man had been before’ with his new book. This isn’t strictly true 
because in 1990 Alan Cliff published a monograph ‘British Makers of 0 gauge 

1890-1990’ in which he devoted a paragraph or more to each of the lesser-
known makers. He also gave these makers mentions in his column ‘Lock's 

Siding’ in British Railway Modelling magazine 1993-2006. 

http://www.b17steamloco.com/


What Michael has done is to research into each of these manufacturers in far 

more detail than ever before, to produce the first in-depth book to cover this 
subject. 

 
 
What’s New? 
Superb New Seven Mill Models 
Ivatt LMS/BR 2F/2P, 2-6-0, ‘Mickey Mouse’ 
 

 
 

Just arrived into stock is this superb Ivatt LMS/BR 2F/2P 2-6-0 'Mickey 
Mouse' from Seven Mill Models. Available now are LMS plain black and BR 

(late crest) plain black schemes.  

BR Black Lined and BR Green Lined schemes will be available in about 1 
month – see the table below for full details of schemes and running numbers 

available.  
 

These locos are all O gauge coarse scale and operate at 10-14 V DC, 2 or 3 
rail (switchable).They feature twin motors and twin clutch drive for super 

smooth running and maximum hauling capacity. All locos are finished in a 
beautiful and very authentic satin sheen finish.  

Here is the full specification: 

 Limited edition of just 100 pieces 

total (all liveries)  
 Precision engineered chassis 

 Twin electric motors, 10-14V DC 
 Twin clutch drive for smooth pick-up 

and power-down 

 2/3 Rail and isolating switch 
 

 Highly detailed, cast metal body 
 Detailed backhead 
 Sprung buffers 

 Set of lamps 
 Satin sheen finish 

 Not suitable for children under 14 
years 

 



 
 

Here is a table showing all schemes and running number options:  
 

LMS Plain Black 6400  6419  X  X 

BR Plain Black      46400 46460 46466 46473 

BR Mixed Traffic (Lined) 46400  Early crest 46460 Early crest 46466 Early crest 46473 Early crest 

BR Mixed Traffic (Lined) 46400  Late crest 46460 Late crest 46466 Late crest 46473 Late crest 

BR Green (Lined)    46508  46522 X  X 

 
Remember, there are only 100 pieces being produced in total, across all the 

schemes and running numbers. To avoid disappointment do please order as 
quickly as possible.  

 
The price for plain (non lined) BR/LMS versions is £625.00 each plus P&P 

and for lined BR versions is £675.00 each plus P&P. 
 

Please call me on 07711 092497 or email me at 
wjvintage@lumsdon.eclipse.co.uk to secure your order. 

 
Superb New Seven Mill Models 
LNER/BR Peppercorn A1 Pacific 4-6-2 
I have limited quantities of these superb Seven Mill Models locomotive. 

The Peppercorn A1 Pacific 4-6-2 is highly limited to just 45 models 
comprising 9 of each of the following: 

 

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘W P Allen’       

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘North British’  

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘Hal ‘O’ The Wynd’ 

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘Flamboyant’ 

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘Sir Vincent Raven’ 

 
The A1s are all priced at £795.00 each plus P&P 

mailto:wjvintage@lumsdon.eclipse.co.uk


LNER/BR Peppercorn A2 Pacific 4-6-2 
The names listed below are the only A2s I still have in stock. Do please get 
in touch as quickly as possible to secure yours and avoid disappointment.  

The Peppercorn A2 Pacific 4-6-2 is highly limited to just 55 models in 
total. 

Below is the full list with availability:  
 

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘Sugar Palm’ - Available now    

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘Tudor Minstrel’ - Available now VERY LOW STOCK  

BR Green Lined (early crest) ‘Trimbush’- Available now    

BR Apple Green lined ‘Sun Chariot’ – Available now 

BR Apple Green lined ‘Tudor Minstrel’ Available now 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The A2s are all priced at £795.00 each plus P&P 
 
The impressive specification for the A1 and A2 locomotives is as follows: 

 Hand produced and individually tested 
 Precision engineered chassis 
 Twin electric motors (12-20 Volt DC) 
 Twin Clutch drive for smooth pick-up and power-down 

 2/3 Rail operation with separate isolating switch 

 Highly detailed, scale, cast metal body 
 Detailed backhead 
 Double chimney (A1)/Single chimney (A2) and banjo dome with cut away smoke deflectors 
 Sprung buffers 
 Gloss finish 
 Not suitable for children under 14 year 

 
 
Darstaed News 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Darstaed Mainline Corridor Coaches – Set Bs have arrived 
I am pleased to advise that the LMS and BR Set B Corridor Coaches listed 

below are now in stock and they look superb! 
 

Specifications 

- 35cm Coaches 



- Fitted seating and corridors 

- Fitted interior lighting suitable for use with any other make 

- Sprung bogies 

- Lighting by state of the art SMD (Surface Mount Device) technology 

- Working table lights with shades in the diners 

- Suitable for 2 and 3 rail operation (2-R pick-ups available separately) 

- Free running wheels for optimal smooth running 

- Suitable for radius down to 2ft (0–48) 

 

These sets all priced at £295.00 are available and in stock 
now: 

 
LMS Period 1 
Set B (3 coach set)  

12 Wheel Dining * Kitchen * Brake 1st 

 

 
 
 
BR Carmine & Cream (ex LMS 1) 
Set B (3 coach set) 

12 Wheel Dining * Kitchen * Brake 1st 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

LMS Period 2 

Set B (3 coach set)  

12 Wheel Dining * Kitchen * Brake 1st 

 

BR Maroon (ex LMS 2) 
Set B (3 coach set)  

12 Wheel Dining * Kitchen * Brake 1st 

 



I do still have a very limited number of Set As in stock. These are all priced 

at £275.00 per set plus P&P. 
 

2-Rail adapter pick-ups for Corridor Coaches are also now available. They are 
priced at £25.00 each (Plus P&P) and comprise a complete new 2-Rail bogie 

to replace the 3-Rail Pick up bogie included with the original sets 
 

Last Chance Saloon! 
I have just one set left of each of the following Darstaed 6 Wheel Coach Sets 
SR 4 Coach Set £265.00 Plus P&P (see photo below) 

LNER 4 Coach Set (with Clerestory Roof) £275.00 Plus P&P (not pictured) 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
WJVintage/Raylo News 
In-Stock Railcars 
The impressive line-up of Railcars is almost complete with just the all-over 

Carmine BR Parcels variant to come. At time of going to press I have stock 
of the following: 

GWR (Chocolate/Cream), BR (Green) and BR (Carmine and Cream) 
Passenger Railcars and GWR (Chocolate/Cream) Express Parcels.  

The price for Passenger versions (with detailed interior and interior lighting) 
is £450.00 each plus P&P and for Parcels versions is £430.00 each plus 

P&P. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bassett-Lowke – New Old Stock 
I have been extremely lucky this month and have acquired two fabulous 

Bassett-Lowke A3s. Both are pre-owned but neither has been run and they 
are both in stunning, as new, mint condition with very good boxes. Both 

feature a 2/3 rail switch with central isolator position, illuminating firebox, 
smoke generator and sprung buffers. 

What’s more, one of them is a very rare model indeed. 
  

BL99019 Class A3 Pacific 4-6-2 ‘Prince Palatine’ BR blue lined 60052 
- £725.00 plus P&P (£16.50 for UK) 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



This model was produced as a ‘special’ for the model retailer ‘Much Ado About 

Toys’ (sadly now no longer trading). I believe only 50 pieces were produced 
making it one of the rarest of the Leicester/Corgi produced Bassett-Lowke 

locomotives.  
 

This particular model is number 23 as denoted by the brass plaque on the fall 
plate. The model comes complete with train name board and a set of lamps, 

plus operating instructions. I have tested the model on my rolling road and 
can confirm it is a very smooth runner indeed. 

 
BL99024 Class A3 Pacific 4-6-2 ‘Flying Scotsman’ BR green lined 

60103 (with smoke deflectors) - £650.00 plus P&P (£16.50 for UK) 
 

 
This beautiful locomotive is also in brand new and unused condition. It 
features the post-war smoke deflectors and corridor tender. It is one of a 

limited edition of only 250 pieces. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This particular model is number 135 as denoted by the brass plaque on the 
fall plate. The model is supplied complete with lamps and operating 



instructions. I have tested the model on my rolling road and can confirm it is 

a very smooth runner indeed. 
 

These are becoming very difficult to find now, particularly in new, unused 
condition such as this example. 

 

I can only offer these locomotives on a first come, first served basis. If you 
are interested please call me on 07711 092497 or email me at 

wjvintage@lumsdon.eclipse.co.uk to check availability 

 
Sold Out but ...... 
Original Bassett-Lowke (Leicester) Pick-Up Spoons - £18.00 each plus 
P&P (£2.30 for UK) 

These pick-ups were advertised in last month’s newsletter and sold out 
incredibly quickly. The good news is I think I can source a few more but it will 

not be a huge quantity at all. If you need a set of these and would like to 

pre-order, please send me an email or call me to reserve. I will have to say 
first come, first served again I am afraid. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Please Note - If you are interested in any particular Hornby/Corgi Bassett-
Lowke locomotive that I do not currently have in stock, do please get in 

touch and I will look out for one on my travels. 
 

 

EMAIL  
I am pleased to report that my email now appears to be working properly 

again. 
However, if you send me an email and I don’t respond within a day or two, I 

would still suggest that you call me or send a text to my mobile – 07711 
092497. 

I may just be busy out at shows or travelling but it is always worth checking. 

Thank you again for your patience and sorry for any inconvenience caused. 
 

 

 
 

WJVintage is on Facebook – We have ‘reached’ over 500 

people for the first time! 

mailto:wjvintage@lumsdon.eclipse.co.uk


Remember news breaks first on our facebook page so if you want to be 

amongst the first to see what’s new, join up and ‘like’ the WJVintage page.  

We have now well exceeded the century milestone with 107 ‘likes’ at time of 
going to press.  

However, what is really interesting is that a recent post showing some video 
footage of the Ivatt LMS 2F in action has just registered a ‘reach’ of over 500 

people for the first time – that’s about five times more than the number of 
actual page ‘likes’. So somehow my video has been shared and has spread 

far beyond the number of people registered with the page. That, I guess, is 
the start of what they call ‘Viral Marketing’ 

Who knows where this will end up? I’m looking forward to a ‘reach’ of over 
1000 as the next milestone! 

 

See us at Shows 
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage why not come and see us at 

one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England and you 
can buy on the day.  

 

We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant change 
from the virtual world we seem to live in these days! 

Below are our forthcoming shows: 
 

Please note I am now NOT attending this show  
Saturday April 18th – HRCA Spares Fair 

Tinwell, Near Stamford, Lincs - 10am to 4pm  
 

Saturday May 9th – Leigh - Bassett-Lowke Society Northern Show 
St. Joseph's Hall, Chapel Street, Leigh, Lancs WN7 2PR – 10am – 3pm 

 
Monday May 11th - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Northend, Warks 

Burton Dassett Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Southam, Warwickshire, 
CV47 2TN – 4pm to 8:30pm 

 

Sunday May 17th – Coventry (Barry Potter Fairs)  
The Connexion Leisure Club, Leamington Road, Ryton-on-Dunsmore, Coventry, CV8 

3FL – 10:30am to 3:30pm 

Tuesday May 26th – Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night) 

Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21 
5HD – 5:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts) 

 
Saturday May 30th – Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 

Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, Esher, 
Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:30pm 

 

 



Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 
 

Online 

Remember, to order any of our products online is really straightforward. Please 
go to the website – www.wjvintage.co.uk - find the required item and add it to 

your cart. You can then either continue shopping or check out. We use a PayPal 
system for all transactions including all major credit cards (you don’t have to 

have a PayPal account). This gives you the same level of protection that you 
would have with any eBay transaction and is extremely secure. Please note the 

website only calculates UK mainland shipping. All overseas customers should 
email for a postal quote 

 
Credit Card 

We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your order 
with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand when 

calling. We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows. 

 
 

Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just download 

the order form from our website and complete your requirements. Then make a 
cheque out for the total and post both order form and cheque to us at the 

address shown. 

 
 
That’s all until next month 
 

Paul 

 
********* 

 

 

 

      WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497    www.wjvintage.co.uk 
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