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Welcome to the December newsletter and may I wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and Peace, Health and Happiness for 2016.  
I am honoured this month to be able to share the wonderful artwork 

above with you. This was painted by Shelley Marsden, a commercial artist 
from Lincolnshire. This however was no commercial commission, far from 

it. Shelley painted this in December 2012 especially for her husband 
David, an O Gauge Trains enthusiast, who was very poorly at the time. 

Sadly David died a short while afterwards but he absolutely loved this 
painting and I can fully understand why. I hope you will all enjoy it too! 
 

It serves perhaps as a reminder that at this time of year we not only 
celebrate the birth of Jesus, but also take a moment to remember and 

celebrate the lives of those loved ones who are no longer with us. 
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I am really pleased that I was able to take part this year and I thoroughly 
enjoyed myself. I didn’t sell a bean all day and I didn’t expect to. But instead I 

trundled my Terrier round a small oval of track with a rake of PO wagons filled 
with chocolates and all the kids (and their mums, dads grandmas and grandads) 

coming into the grotto to see Santa were able to take a chocolate from one of 
the wagons whilst queuing. I certainly made lots of new friends! 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The number of people who said ‘I had no idea this is what you do’ was amazing 
and so I’m pleased they now all know and can tell their friends! I also met a 

gentleman who has just joined a local model railway club and they are in the 
process of setting up an O Gauge layout – so who knows what might come of 

that? We certainly exchanged details. 
 

This was a fun day with my local community and well worth doing – if only for 
the smiling faces of the kids as they watched the train running round and then 

stop right by them so they could take a treat. Priceless! 
 

Out And About 

Kings Cliffe Christmas Fair – Kings Cliffe, Sun 29th Nov 
Every year the village ‘Transition’ Group holds a Christmas Fair to showcase 

local companies and their wares. This was the first year I have been able to 
attend and I was given a very special spot inside Santa’s Grotto!  
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I think this was the most packed I have seen the hall at Preston Brook and I’m 

sure everyone had a great time. There were the normal O Gauge and OO Gauge 
layouts of course, but in addition some fantastic displays of Hornby rarities, a 

collections of model cannons, Dinky Toys plus some superb Meccano sets and 
models to name but a few. Frank Sidebottom also caught my attention with a 

lovely little layout running some European ETS models plus his normal light-
hearted banter including some very dodgy jokes!  
 

 
 

Once again everyone worked very hard to make this a special evening and huge 

thanks are due to those who made the effort to bring their collections for display, 
and not forgetting the ‘Kitchen Car’ staff who again excelled with the mince pies 

and cakes! The only thing not to like about Preston Brook for me is the 300-plus 
miles journey there and back. Still it’s only once a month! 

I’ll let a few photos from the evening speak for themselves. 

HRCA Merseyside Area Meet – Preston Brook, Tues 1st Dec  
This was billed as a special Christmas display night and I didn’t know until I 

arrived if there would be a sales table available for me. As it turned out 

there was and so I took my place amongst some fabulous displays 
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Hardly surprising when you consider that there were no fewer than 6 working 
layouts plus a similar number of trade tables all crammed into this modest hall 

for the November meeting. Again it is all down to the dedicated members who go 

to a lot of trouble to make this group so appealing. 
 

HRCA Cambridge Area Meet – Fulbourn, Mon 29th Nov  
This is another meeting that is almost becoming a victim of its own success! 

Attendances appear to have been steadily rising over the past year and 
there is now serious talk of whether we can expand into a sectioned off part 

of the hall. 
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There were some fabulous models on display at this meeting. If I pick a couple of 
highlights they must be firstly the superb display of Hornby Pullman coaches. I 

believe there was an example of every variant produced on display – quite an 
achievement and they made a great display. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Secondly I was really struck by the superb Bassett-Lowke LMS Stanier Mogul 

restoration by, I’ll call it ‘Team Freeman’. I’m sure dad, Kelvin won’t mind me 
saying that most of the hard graft was actually done by son Chris whose work is 

really to a very high standard indeed. This was a long term restoration started by 
Kelvin some years ago, but picked up and finished by Chris somewhat quicker 

than Dad might have managed! Well worth the wait though and both can be very 
proud of the result. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

To conclude the meeting, area 

supremo, Roger Burton gave 
another of his chair-assisted 

addresses. Roger does not 
possess the tallest of statures 

and so always makes the most of 
the nearest available chair to 

tower above his audience. He is 
another who (like Frank 

Sidebottom at Preston Brook) 
has the gift of being able to 

deliver a decidedly dodgy joke to 

end the evening! Long may he 
continue!! 
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David and fellow group member Jonathan put on some fantastic public displays 
that really help to broaden the appeal of vintage 3-rail O gauge model railways. 

They also generally have a large layout at the HRCA AGM meeting in Leicester 
every February.  

The photo above shows a rake of WJVintage/Raylo PO wagons (plus a BL LMS 

wagon) in the foreground, whilst 6624 ‘Princess Alexandra’ flashes by in the 

background. This was a display put on as part of a Model Rail event to help raise 
funds for the Hinckley Carnival earlier this year.  

The picture below shows a more recent event at the Abbey Pumping Station in 
Leicester. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Customer Corner 

This month I am pleased to feature some of the fantastic work 

produced by David Knighton of ‘Vintage Layouts’, a small group 
based in the East Midlands/Leicester area.  
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This was a Christmas Toy and Steam event held on December 6th and although 
David and Jonathan’s layout was primarily Southern Rail themed, they 

incorporated a branchline between stations in order to run the GWR Railcars. The 

photo shows the WJVintage/Raylo GWR Chocolate and Cream Parcels Railcar 

about to leave Reading Station bound for Windsor. 
 

If you would like to see more of the fantastic work produced by David and 
Jonathan they do have a website - www.vintage-layouts.org.uk 

However, it is currently out of action due to a technical issue that David is aware 
of so it may be a while before you can access this site. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southern Railways USA 0-6-0 Dockyard Shunter Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What’s New? 

Arrived on time! 

The BR (late crest) Malachite Green 
version of the USA Dockyard Shunter 
has arrived but there are only 5 left!  

 
 

http://www.vintage-layouts.org.uk/


8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

I am delighted to report that the BR (late crest) Malachite Green variant of the 
USA Dockyard Shunter has arrived as promised in time for Christmas. The not so 

good news is that I have now sold all my first batch and I only have 5 more to 
come. The Southern Black variant is also still available and as we made more of 

these than the green variant stocks are still reasonably healthy. 

I know I am biased but what a superb job ETS have made of these locos. From 
the first moment you set eyes on it, it just looks right and when you pick it up 

you will quickly appreciate the quality of build and the substantial weight. I have 
now received feedback from customers and I’m pleased to report that they run 

as well as they look! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Suitable for both 2- and 3-rail use, initial production is limited to a total of just 

100 locos across the 3 liveries – SR black (50), BR early crest black (20) and BR 
late crest malachite green (30). RRP is £345.00 plus P&P for all variants.  

If you would like to order/pre-order one of these highly limited locomotives 
please email me at wjvintage@outlook.com or call 07711 092497 

 
 
 
 
 

Southern Black – production photo 

BR (early crest) Black – computer generated photo 

Delivery of the BR (early 
crest) Black livery is due 

towards the end of January. 
This is the most limited 

variant with only 20 pieces 
being produced. My order 

book is building so again 
please don’t leave your 

decision until the last moment. 
Remember, in the UK, the 

USA Class will be available 

exclusively through 

WJVintage and Raylo.  
 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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New Hopper Wagons 
I am pleased to announce that two more Hopper Wagons are now available. The 
first of these is a GWR version. Only 30 of these are being produced initially. If 

they are popular then we may consider another short run at some time in the 

future 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The second hopper is a very simple plain grey variant. Several customers have 

enquired after these so we are producing just 20 initially. Again if they sell well 

we can consider more and, in particular we would also envisage adding a plain 
bauxite version in the New Year. Note these do feature the printed seams down 

the sides and the WJV and Raylo logos on the ends. 

 

Series 1 Hoppers 
Please note that I have now sold out of the London Brick and LMS Hopper 

Wagons from the first series. Limited numbers of Ministry of Transport (MOT) and 
NE (Now very limited) are still available 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All Hopper Wagons are priced at £45.00 each (plus P&P) 
 

 
                                                                                          

 
 

 
I am very pleased to report that I now have stock of the A & B sets of the SR 

Bullied (Malachite), SR Maunsell (Olive) and BR (S) Green Coaches. These 
are really nicely produced by Darstaed and are sure to be very popular. As 

always stocks are quite limited and I have quite a number of pre-orders on 
these, so I would suggest that you get your orders in as quickly as possible to 

avoid disappointment. The photos below show the SR Maunsell (Olive) Green 
Coaches with fabulous interior detail and lighting 

 
 

 

Darstaed News 
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The Set A coaches are priced at £275.00 plus P&P, whilst the Set B coaches are 
priced at £295.00 plus P&P. These are all 3 coach sets. 

 

Darstaed A4s Update 
Quite a few customers have enquired recently about the arrival of the A4s. The 

first batch of Garter Blue locomotives is nearing completion and I am guessing 
will be ready to ship fairly early in the New Year. As soon as I have any more 

definite details I will make sure I publish it, both on Facebook and via this 
newsletter. 

 
Competition Time! 
Oh dear, it would seem that last month’s competition was a tad too difficult for 

you. Sadly I have not received a single correct answer! 
So the prize this year of a superb PO Wagon in the livery of Bass Beers, 

complete with one of the ‘just arrived’ new coal loads, remains un-won!  
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So out of interest only here are the answers: 
 

1) It’s a Railcar Jim, but not as we know it! It’s certainly nothing like the GWR 
‘Flying Bananas’ but what is the make of this car that has been specially 

adapted to run on Rails? Answer - It is a Czech built Tatra saloon 
converted to run on rails 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

2) This beautiful Express Steam locomotive was in service for exactly 50years 
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A) In which year was it introduced and in which year was it withdrawn? Answer 
– The Express Steam Locomotive 252.008 was introduced in 1881 and 

withdrawn 50 years later in 1931 
B) Which private Railway Company originally ordered this loco? Answer – the 

loco was ordered by the Austrian North West Railway 

 
I feel having offered a prize I really ought to still give it away, so I will come up 

with another competition for the January Newsletter. Clearly I will have to 
consider the questions more carefully to ensure that the answers are not too 

obscure! 
 

Anniversary Planning – Your Feedback Please! 
Thank you to everyone who responded last month to my request for feedback 

regarding a WJVintage 5th anniversary running day in Kings Cliffe, sometime 

during October 2016. 

The responses were all positive and there were also several offers of assistance 
which was great and I am really grateful. 

Now I just need to work on the detail and get a date confirmed. I will start work 
on this early in the New Year and try to publish a date as quickly as possible. 

Watch this space! 

 
 

 

 

WJVintage is on Facebook  

Remember news breaks first on our facebook page so if you want to be 

amongst the first to see what’s new, join up and ‘like’ the WJVintage page. We 

now have over 250 ‘likes’ that follow us so why not join them?  
 

See us at Shows 
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage why not come and see us at one 

of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England and you can buy 

on the day.  
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant change 

from the virtual world we seem to live in these days! 
 

Below are our forthcoming shows: 
 

Sunday Dec 20th – Huntingdon (JJ Webb Fairs) 
International Indoor Arena, Kings Bush Centre, Godmanchester, PE29 2NH – 

10am to 3pm 
 

Sunday Dec 27th – NEC (Barry Potter Fairs) 
Hall 18, National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, B40 1NT – 10:30am to 3:30pm 

 
Sunday Jan 17th – Coventry (Barry Potter Fairs)  
The Connexion Leisure Club, Leamington Road, Ryton-on-Dunsmore, Coventry, CV8 3FL 

– 10:30am to 3:30pm 

Sunday Jan 24th – Donington Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 
Donington Park, Castle Donington, Nr Derby, DE74 2RP – 10:30am to 3:30pm 
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Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 

Remember, to order any of our products online is really straightforward. Please go 
to the website – www.wjvintage.co.uk - find the required item and add it to your 

cart. You can then either continue shopping or check out. We use a PayPal system 

for all transactions including all major credit cards (you don’t have to have a PayPal 
account). This gives you the same level of protection that you would have with any 

eBay transaction and is extremely secure. Please note the website only calculates 
UK mainland shipping. All overseas customers should email for a postal quote 

Credit Card 
We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your order with 

us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand when calling.  
Cheque 

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just download 
the order form from our website and complete your requirements. Then make a 

cheque out for the total and post both order form and cheque to us at the 
address shown. Please make cheques payable to WJVintage. 

Email 
Alternatively you can place your order by email and payment can then be made 

either by card, paypal or cheque. Please note our new email address is: 

wjvintage@outlook.com 
Shows 

We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows. 
 

That’s all until 2016! 
Happy Christmas 

Paul 

********* 
 
        WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

http://www.wjvintage.co.uk/
mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com

