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Welcome to the November newsletter and I have to say it has been 
another incredibly busy month that has seen me participating at shows up 

at Leigh and Preston Brook in the north and down as far as Sandown Park 
in Surrey in the south. So I have certainly clocked up some miles in my 

trusty Citroen Berlingo over the past few weeks! 
Take a look at the ‘Out and About’ feature below for news of my travels. 
 

In the past week ETS have delivered as promised the first batch of the 
brand new Southern USA Class 0-6-0 Dockyard Shunter. I still get excited 

when a new product arrives and the air of anticipation was fully justified. 

It is a beauty! Please see below in ‘What’s New’ for full details. 
 

November is traditionally ‘Competition Time’ in the WJVintage 

newsletter and this year is no exception. Please take a look at the brain-

teaser questions I have set and get your answers in to me as quickly as 
possible for your chance to win a fabulous prize. More details later in the 

newsletter. 
 

Please make a point of reading the ‘Anniversary Planning’ piece towards 
the end of the newsletter. I would really appreciate your feedback on my 

possibly hair-brained idea! 
 

I am pleased to say that on the whole, the potentially disruptive change 

of email address has actually gone pretty smoothly. Just as a reminder 
here again is the new email address: 

wjvintage@outlook.com 
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I always take the opportunity to stay over for a night at a local hotel where a 

very convivial evening is had in the company of Bassett-Lowke Society Chairman 
Mike Green and John Ingram. It costs a little more to take part obviously but it is 

a 300 mile plus round trip for me and even longer for the others and this is a far 
more relaxed way of attending and makes more of a weekend of it! 

 
The meeting back in May ran just as it always has, but I’m afraid to say this 

October event was certainly down on numbers, both in terms of visitors and 

traders. From a commercial point of view I did very well because most of my 
competition did not attend but I think I would rather see them all there and have 

a busy show so I do hope JPL will work on this for the next show in May 2016.  
 

However, it wasn’t all doom and gloom. The Bassett-lowke layout was to its 
normal high standard with some fabulous locos running throughout the day, and 

expertly marshalled by local members as well as Mike and John.  
 

The second O gauge layout in the adjoining room appeared to be busy with a 
good mix of other (non-Bassett-Lowke) locos. It is just a shame that the Ace 

layout that used to be set up by Peter Metcalfe (I believe) is no more since Peter 
moved away from being an Ace Trains dealer.  

 
As always the catering was excellent and great value so there really is plenty to 

like about this biannual show and I hope that next year it continues to get the 

support it deserves and thrives as a result. 
 

Out And About 

Bassett-Lowke Northern Running Day – Leigh, Sat 24th Oct 
This is a lovely show that I really enjoy attending. The atmosphere is always 

very friendly and relaxed and when George Johnson decided to stand down as 
organiser last year, it was a huge relief when local O Gauge specialists JPL 
Models offered to pick up the reins and continue to organise these shows.  
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I suppose the fact that it is a regular monthly meeting and that it is well 
advertised in the HRCA magazine, both contribute to this being a well-supported 

event, but I have to say this particular meeting seemed to be particularly busy 

and bustling with both traders and enthusiasts. I now make a point of calling 
organiser David Howell in advance, just to make sure there will be a table 

available for me! 
This month the O gauge layout in particular struck me as particularly nicely put 

together with fully illuminated platforms and a footbridge respectfully adorned 
with poppies as it was close to Armistice Day.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
I don’t often feature the OO side of things in my reports but I thought the 

Preston Brook layout was worthy of a photo on this occasion. It always amazes 
me the complexity that is achieved in a portable layout that gets built at 3:30pm,  

HRCA Merseyside Area Meeting – Preston Brook,  
Tues 3rd Nov  
Not a million miles away from Leigh and just 10 days later, but what a 

contrast as an event. The monthly meets at Preston Brook Village Hall just 

seems to go from strength to strength. 
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then packed away again at 8pm. I know it is all largely pre-assembled on boards 
and laid over trestle tables on the day but the result is great and it is testament 

to the enthusiasm of the members that give their time every month to make this 
happen. Long may it continue! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

One of the busiest areas is always around the seating and tables in the corner 
next to the kitchen. No surprise really as again the catering is excellent and great 

value. I try desperately to avoid the wonderful array of home-baked cakes but 
more often than not I do succumb – as do many others. It would be rude not to 

really! 

I remained swamped from well before the show opened at 10am, until just 

before closing time at 3pm. The weather outside was looking distinctly inclement, 
so I think perhaps the doors were opened a little earlier than usual which is why 

it was so busy, so early. However, despite the weather this was one of the 
busiest Sandown Shows I can remember for a good long while. At times the 

aisles were almost uncomfortably full. I suppose it does help when you have a 
new locomotive to sell, but actually I also had plenty of interest in everything 

from the new Darstaed Stove R coaches to the Citybuilder card building kits, and 
everything in between - as well as the new ETS USA Class loco of course. 

 
As always at Sandown I get to meet an ever increasing number of customers it 

seems, which is great. I have to say, I also really do appreciate the help I get 

from my wife at this show, because it does free me up to talk to everyone and 
get to know you all that bit better. I’m pleased to say that Angela is a very fast 

learner and is now getting nicely to grips with the products, the prices and all the 
terminology of the train world. She may not admit it but I think she actually 

enjoys our little weekend trips to Sandown! 

Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs), Saturday 14th Nov 
Sadly I’m afraid I forgot my camera (again), but I could have used my 
phone. However by the time I got around to thinking about photos, I was 

swamped. 
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David from Devon was one of several customers to prove me wrong and order 
the new Cinema kit from the Citybuilder range. He did say from the outset that it 

would suit his tramway very well and he was absolutely right. What a fantastic 
job he has done albeit with some modifications that I think really make all the 

difference. Most notable changes are the central tower, now decorated in art 
deco blue stripes, the cinema name which has become ‘Essoldo’ rather than ‘The 

Grand’, all references to ‘Multiplex’ have been erased and of course the film 

showing is ‘Casablanca’ complete with numerous posters. 
It just shows how versatile these kits can be with the application of a little 

creative thinking and of course some modelling skills. 
David clearly has both in abundance and so I applaud and thank him for the 

photos of his work. 
And by the way, I did actually sell out of cinema kits very quickly. I will order a 

few more for delivery before Christmas 

Customer Corner 

This month’s ‘Customer Corner’ features an item I thought would be 

of little interest to O Gauge Railway Modellers. The new City Builder 
Multiplex Cinema however looks fantastic (as I am sure you will 

agree) when modified slightly to give it a more period look. 
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‘Dribbler’ Update 

 

 
 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

You will hopefully recall from last month’s newsletter, the wonderful Dockyard 

Model that Graham Lock brought along to the last Bassett-Lowke running day at 
Digswell. Well Graham has been in touch to report that after a little work and 

some expert assistance from Allan Boldero, the ‘Dribbler’ is dribbling again! 
What’s more Graham has sent me a short video clip to prove it. The link below 

will take you to YouTube where you can view it in full steam.  
https://youtu.be/JRfAAwD1gGE 

Graham advises that on 20ml methylated spirits and 100ml water it will run for 
around 15 minutes. Isn’t it amazing? Over 130 years old and still capable of 

running like the day it was first produced. Well done to both Graham and Allan 

on a fantastic achievement and thank you so much for the video clip. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s New? 

Due in time for Christmas! (Photo shows computer generated artwork) 

The BR (late crest) Malachite Green version of the USA Dockyard Shunter is due to 
be delivered during the 2nd week of December. 

 

 
 

https://youtu.be/JRfAAwD1gGE
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Southern Railways USA 0-6-0 Dockyard Shunter Update 
I am delighted to report that the first batch of the Southern Black USA Class 0-6-
0 Shunters was duly delivered in time for the Sandown Show last weekend as 

promised. I may be a little biased but what a superb job ETS have made of this 
loco. From the first moment you set eyes on it, it just looks right and when you 

pick it up you will quickly appreciate the quality of build and the substantial 
weight. I haven’t tested it fully yet on a layout but I imagine this will pull some 

pretty long trains with ease. 
Customer reaction has also been fantastic and, in fact, I had sold out of the first 

delivery by the close of play at Sandown. The second (and final) delivery of 
Southern Black variants is due by the end of November so get your name down 

quick if you would like one. I only have another 15 of these coming and I already 

have customers who have pre-ordered. 
 

Great news is that ETS are also now working on the second livery variant of this 
loco and delivery is promised in good time before Christmas. The BR (late crest) 

Malachite Green version is now starting production and is due to be shipped from 
Prague on December 7th, so I should receive it about 3 days later. 

Once again pre-orders have been very strong for this one and I actually think I 
might be treating myself to one of these so that’s one less to sell! To avoid 

disappointment please get in touch asap. We are only producing 30 locos in this 
livery! 

 
Finally delivery of the BR (early crest) Black livery is due towards the end of 

January. This is the most limited variant with only 20 pieces being produced. My 
order book is building so again please don’t leave your decision until the last 

moment. 

Remember, in the UK, the USA Class will be available exclusively through 

WJVintage and Raylo. Suitable for both 2- and 3-rail use, initial production is 

limited to a total of just 100 locos across the 3 liveries – SR black (50), BR early 

crest black (20) and BR late crest malachite green (30).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
RRP is £345.00 plus P&P for all variants.  

If you would like to order/pre-order one of these highly limited locomotives 
please email me at wjvintage@outlook.com or call 07711 092497 

 

Southern Black – production photo BR (early crest) Black – computer generated photo 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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New Hopper Wagons 
I am pleased to announce that due to customer demand we have decided to 
produce 2 more hopper wagons and we expect to take delivery of these before 

Christmas. 
The first of these is a GWR version. We have used a bit of license with this one. 

The GWR used similar wagons but without the distinctive GW lettering which we 
felt was necessary to produce an attractive model. As a result only 30 of these 

are being produced to ‘test the temperature’. If they are popular then we may 
consider another run at some time in the future 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The second hopper is a very simple plain grey variant. Several customers have 

enquired after these so we are producing just 20 initially. Again if they sell well 
we can consider more and, in particular we would also envisage adding a plain 

bauxite version in the New Year. Note the photo shows an early prototype. The 
production version will include the white release wheels, printed seams down the 

sides and the WJV and Raylo logos on the ends. 

 

Series 1 Hoppers 
Please note that I have now sold out of the London Brick and LMS Hopper 
Wagons from the first series. Limited numbers of Ministry of Transport (MOT) and 

NE are still available 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All Hopper Wagons are priced at £45.00 each (plus P&P) 

 

 
 

There’s no avoiding it, the festive season is only five weeks away as I write. O 
Gauge is generally considered quite an expensive hobby but apart from the Hopper 

Wagons above, I can offer quite a few items at under £50.00 that would make very 
nice stocking fillers if loved ones were looking for that certain something to brighten 

your Christmas Day! Why not print-off a page or two of the newsletter and leave it in 

an obvious place for them to see  
Here’s a selection for you …. 

  

 

Christmas is Coming! 
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Series 1 PO Wagons still available at £35.00 each (plus P&P) 

Note stocks of Cadbury and Colmans are now getting low 

 
Note photos show a prototype coal load – wagons are NOT supplied with coal as standard 

 

Coal Loads 
Coal loads are now available. I am currently working through my pre-order lists but I 
have stock available if you have yet to order.  Made from real coal for total realism 

these loads are priced at £6.50 each (plus P&P) and are designed to fit the entire 
range of new PO Wagons, plus the Bassett-Lowke (Leicester) 7-Plank wagons. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Tank Wagons 
I still have limited numbers of the following: 
 

WW1 Tank Wagon £42.50 each (plus P&P) 
Do remember, for each one I sell I will make a donation of £1 to be split equally 

between the Royal British Legion and Help for Heroes. 
Choose your running number (some are now low on stock) from 50, 57, 65 or 74 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
British Vinegars – A smidge over £50 at £51.50 plus P&P. I only have a few of 
these left now 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Revised coal load sits more 
realistically in the wagons 
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Graham’s Golden Lager - £44.50 each plus P&P. I only have a few of these left 
now 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
New ‘Citybuilder’ O Gauge Card Building Kit 
These fabulous models have been a real hit over the past couple of months.  
Produced in Mumbai, India but with distinctly British designs and a nice circa 1930s 

to 1950s period feel, these high quality kits are ideal for both pre- and post-war 
railway layouts.  

 
Each kit consists of full colour pre-printed, precision cut card sheets, separate 

curtain sheets, plastic windows, photographic instruction manual and even a free 

tube of glue. Sadly I have had to request the removal of the cutter (knife) as Royal 
Mail will not accept packages containing knives! They are still excellent value for and 

a great way to while away Boxing Day afternoon!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
                                                                                          

 Product Code  Description 
Price (all 
plus P&P) 

CB001 Terraced House Kit 8.95 

CB002 Corner of Terrace House Kit 8.95 

CB003 Book Shop Kit 9.95 

CB004 Cake Shop Kit 9.95 

CB005 Corner Inn Kit 11.95 

CB006 Garage & Shop Kit 12.95 

CB007 Roads & Pavements Kit 7.95 

CB009 Ice Cream Kiosk Kit 5.95 

CB010 Apartment Building Kit 11.95 

CB012 Railway Station Kit 14.95 

CB014 ‘The Grand’ cinema (Low Relief) 17.95 

Railway Station 
(platform side above, entrance side on right). 
 
Dimensions of finished station model (mm):  
725(w) x 260(h) x 255(d) including pavement 
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Well what a hit the Stoves have been. I have received and sold my first order and 
most of a top-up order too. I now have a further order due next week which will 

include one or two pre-ordered items that I was short of and give me some stock. 
I think these will disappear quite quickly too so don’t delay if you are after one of 

these as I may not be able to get any more for some time. 
In the next couple of weeks we have also been promised the next batch of Corridor 

Coaches. These will consist of the A & B sets of the SR Bullied (Malachite), SR 
Maunsell (Olive) and BR (S) Green Coaches. I have had quite a bit of interest 

shown in these so please confirm your orders now as again my stock quantities will 
be quite limited on these. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

wjvintage@outlook.com 

Darstaed News 
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Also Available  
Bassett-Lowke – New Old Stock 
BL99040 Class A1 Pacific 4-6-2 ‘Flying Fox’ LNER apple green lined 4475 - 
£625.00 plus P&P (£16.50 for UK) 

I still have this much sought after Bassett-Lowke ‘Flying Fox’ loco available in brand 
new and unused condition 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Only 180 pieces of ‘Flying Fox’ were ever produced and this particular model is 
number 82 as denoted by the brass plaque on the fall plate. The model can be 

operated 2- or 3-rail, has an isolating switch, smoke generator (smoke oil not 
supplied) and sprung buffers. It is supplied complete with lamps and operating 

instructions. I have tested the model on my rolling road and can confirm it is another 
very smooth runner indeed. 

 

These are becoming very difficult to find now, particularly in new, unused condition 
such as this example. 

I can only offer this ‘one off’ locomotive on a first come, first served basis. If you are 
interested please call me on 07711 092497 or email me at 

wjvintage@outlook.com to check availability. 
 

Competition Time! 
Last month we celebrated our 4th birthday and next month it will be Christmas, so 
what better time to run our third competition? 

There are two questions below and in order to be in with a chance of winning you 
must answer both correctly and ensure I have your answer before midnight on 

Sunday 6th December, 2015. 
The inspiration for the competition is my visit to the Prague ‘Museum of Technology’ 

last month so there is a distinct Eastern European railway theme. 
The prize this year will be a superb PO Wagon in the livery of Bass Beers, complete 

with one of the ‘just arrived’ new coal loads. The retail value of these combined is 

£41.50 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Win A 

Superb 

New Bass 

PO Wagon 

with ‘real 

coal’ load 

 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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All the winning entries will be put into a hat and the prize winner will be drawn at 

random. The result will be published in the December newsletter. 
 

So now all you have to do is work out the answers to the following questions: 
 

1) It’s a Railcar Jim, but not as we know it! It’s certainly nothing like the GWR 

‘Flying Bananas’ but what is the make of this car that has been specially 
adapted to run on Rails? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2) This beautiful Express Steam locomotive was in service for exactly 50years 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

A) In which year was it introduced and in which year was it withdrawn? 
B) Which private Railway Company originally ordered this loco? 
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Please send me your answers by email and remember the deadline for entries is 
midnight (UK time) on Sunday 6th December, 2015. 

Good Luck!! 
 

Anniversary Planning – Your Feedback Please! 

October 2016 will be the 5th anniversary of WJVintage and I feel such a 

milestone should be celebrated! So, I would like to organize a special one-off 
running day in my village (Kings Cliffe, East Northants) and invite all my 

customers and newletter subscribers. 
  

It is very early days in terms of detail but my initial thoughts are to set up a 
layout where we can all ‘play trains’. You could bring and run your own locos and 

in between I would run one or two of mine – all in a very relaxed manner.  
There would probably be one or two traders present to tempt you with their 

wares and I will certainly lay on a buffet lunch and keep you all fed and watered.  

Finally, I will also try to make this the exclusive launch of a brand new product 
so those attending will be the very first to see it! 

Kings Cliffe is not very accessible by rail but the proposed location has excellent 
free parking. IF there were sufficient that wanted to travel to Peterborough 

Station by rail, and if the arrivals could be coordinated, then I would consider 
hiring the village minibus to provide a collection/drop-off service. 

 
What do you think? Would you want to attend? Weekday or weekend? Would you 

be prepared to pay a modest charge to help cover costs?  
 

I would really appreciate your feedback and if I think there will be sufficient 
interest then I will start to work on this in earnest and keep you posted 

throughout next year. Drop me an email with your thoughts to; 
wjvintage@outlook.com 

 
 

 

 

WJVintage is on Facebook  

Remember news breaks first on our facebook page so if you want to be 

amongst the first to see what’s new, join up and ‘like’ the WJVintage page.  

 

See us at Shows 
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage why not come and see us at one 
of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England and you can buy 

on the day.  
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant change 

from the virtual world we seem to live in these days! 
 

Below are our forthcoming shows: 
 

Tuesday 24th Nov – Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night) 

Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21 5HD – 
6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts) 

 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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Sunday Nov 29th – Transition Kings Cliffe Christmas Fair 
Kings Cliffe Village Hall, Eagle Lane, Kings Cliffe, PE8 6XD– 11:00am to 4:00pm 
(I will be displaying this year at my local village fair with a small oval of track for running on) 

 

Tues Dec 1st – HRCA Merseyside Area HRCA Meeting  
Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to 

9.00pm 
Note: this is traditionally a Christmas display evening with fewer traders than normal.  
I will gladly take stock for collection by prior arrangement so please get in touch. 

 
Mon Dec 7th - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Northend, Warks 

This is the Christmas meal to be held in a local pub.  
I will gladly take stock for collection by prior arrangement so please get in touch 

 

Saturday Dec 12th – Bassett-Lowke Society, Digswell 

The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 0EA – 

10:30am to 3:30pm 
Pease note The Cowper Arms is next to Welwyn North Station 

 
Sunday Dec 20th – Huntingdon (JJ Webb Fairs) 

International Indoor Arena, Kings Bush Centre, Godmanchester, PE29 2NH – 
10am to 3pm 

 

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 
Remember, to order any of our products online is really straightforward. Please go 

to the website – www.wjvintage.co.uk - find the required item and add it to your 
cart. You can then either continue shopping or check out. We use a PayPal system 

for all transactions including all major credit cards (you don’t have to have a PayPal 

account). This gives you the same level of protection that you would have with any 
eBay transaction and is extremely secure. Please note the website only calculates 

UK mainland shipping. All overseas customers should email for a postal quote 
Credit Card 

We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your order with 
us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand when calling.  

Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just download 

the order form from our website and complete your requirements. Then make a 
cheque out for the total and post both order form and cheque to us at the 

address shown. 
Email 

Alternatively you can place your order by email and payment can then be made 
either by card, paypal or cheque. Please note our new email address is: 

wjvintage@outlook.com 

Shows 
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows. 
 

That’s all until next month 

Paul 

********* 
 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

http://www.wjvintage.co.uk/
mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com

