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Peppercorn Al, 60161, ‘North British’ |

Welcome to the May newsletter and I am pleased to report that the past
month has seen life return to something approaching normal after a few
hectic weeks during April. My work schedule is back on track and my
computer is back to normal, so I can breathe a sigh of relief and enjoy
what'’s left of spring, whilst hopefully looking forward to a decent
summer.

With a bit of extra time this month I am delighted to be able to bring you
the held over report on my recent trip to ETS in Prague as well as a quick
round up of some of the other shows I have been attending. Please see
the ‘Out and About’ section below for full details.

Also in the ‘What’s new’ Section below don’t miss the exciting, highly
limited release of a beautiful Peppercorn Al in BR blue from Seven Mill
Models. I have just received my first batch of these and they really are
superb and finished to a very high standard.

Sam Models are also about to launch a fabulous new model to their
popular ‘City Builder’ Cardboard Kit series. Look below for an exciting
sneak preview of what’s to come.

W Vintage

Serious Toys for Discerning Boys ¢
www.wjvintage.co.uk

1



Out and About

A Visit to ETS Prague - April 12t - 14t
Just over a year ago we received the sad news that Gustav Taus, founder
and CEO of ETS, had died following a very bad fall. At that time the future
for ETS may have been uncertain for a while, but a year on I'm pleased to
say they have bounced back as strong as ever and its business as usual!

o ‘ Tr: S Aarn
: ETS Trains >-'-*
1icty velikost

ETS

Flectric Train S}

In the months following Gustav’s death, his widow, Barbara Taus effectively
closed down the old ETS and a hew company was formed between herself,
Commercial Manager, Zuzana Tomkova and Chief Engineer Jiri Nemecek. The
newly structured ETS was initially based from the old premises, which was the
ground floor of the Taus family home in the southern suburbs of Prague.
However earlier this year the new ETS moved to new premises about a mile
away and I was particularly excited to see the new production facility and offices
when I visited in April.



The site is that of a large old factory that has been split into smaller units and
from the outside it looks pretty bland and utilitarian.

However, when you go inside, what a difference! The spacious reception area is
nicely laid out with comfortable sofas and O Gauge train displays. The individual
offices are nicely proportioned and well equipped and the production areas are

well thought out with far more space than in the rabbit warren that was Gustav’s
house.

There is even a dedicated room for the test track and a separate large storage
room where they hope to eventually create a proper layout so that visitors can
come along and actually ‘play trains’. The whole feel of the place is very
welcoming and far more professional. They have also retained all their
experienced staff, recruited an extra young engineer to assist Jiri and improved
their capability in certain areas like tampo printing.
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There is a photograph of Gustav Taus hanging in the entrance hall area and I
have to say, if he is looking down on them, I think he must be immensely proud
of what his team has achieved in the space of just a year. I think ETS now have
the right platform from which to expand their business over the coming years
and I really do wish them all the luck in the world.



Bassett-Lowke Northern Running Day
Leigh, Lancs, April 30t 2016
I always enjoy the Bassett-Lowke Northern running days, but I have
to say I have my reservations as to its future. I wasn’t alone in
having a poor day trading and to my mind there were a lot of regular
attendees missing.

Fortunately, my motivation for attending the Bassett-Lowke Northern show does
not lie entirely with commercial considerations. This is equally about the social
aspect of the hobby as I always travel up the night before and enjoy a meal,
some drinks and good banter with B-L Society Chairman, Mike Green and B-L
stalwart and all-round nice-guy, John Ingram. I also appreciate all the hard work
that goes into setting up these shows, so it really doesn’t work for anyone,
traders and enthusiasts alike, if only a dribble of people come through the door.
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! The ‘Anything Goes’ layout at Leigh

In all honesty at 10:30am I headed towards to the front entrance to ask
someone what time the doors were opening, only to spot a poster stating ‘doors
open 10am’! Over the next hour or so it did fill out a little but by lunchtime it was
all but over as people started to drift home.

I really hope the promotion of the next show in October is better and that we get
a decent turnout. With two large O gauge layouts and a wide variety of goods for
sale I can’t see why this shouldn’t be really popular with all O Gauge train
enthusiasts, not just B-L society members.

And I might add the catering ladies do a fine job, the food is cheap, plentiful and
good quality, plus it is always served with a smile. In fact, one of the reasons I
like this show so much is that everyone is so friendly and welcoming.

It deserves to do well!

HRCA Cotswolds Area Meet - Northend May 2™
This was just the 2" meeting since the refurbished village hall was
re-opened and I have to say there was an excellent turnout and it
was a very enjoyable afternoon/evening

Dinky Road Rollers on the move at Northend




The theme for this month’s meeting was ‘Fitted Freight’ and I have to say for me
there was one outstanding example on the O Gauge layout. It may not surprise
you given my 20 plus years working in the diecast toy industry, but I was rather
taken with a fabulous rake of eight North Eastern flat wagons, each with a Dinky
Road Roller load. They were hauled by a variety of locomotives for most of the
evening and looked very impressive.

Northend always offers a nice mix of O gauge and OO gauge and both disciplines
tend to support the theme of the meet in equal measure

N

Next month the theme is LMS so I think I might take along one of the Seven Mill
Models Ivatt Class 2 ‘Mickey Mouse’ locos in LMS black. I might even have some
Darstaed LMS Corridor Coaches to haul.

I'm also looking forward to July when the theme is Maintenance/Repair. I can see
a nice long rake of ballast hoppers being slow hauled.

If you live anywhere reasonably close to Northend, why don’t you come along?
The meeting is always the first Monday of the month. You'd be very welcome and
the Shepherd’s Pie is always well worth the trip! Details are always in the See Us
at Shows section at the end of the newsletter.
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What's New?

Seven Mill Models Peppercorn Class Al, 4-6-2

Highly Limited Edition of just 10 models £850.00 each + par

Seven Mill Models have just announced a highly limited new run of their
Peppercorn Al in this stunning BR blue livery. Produced in the UK using
mechanisms supplied by ETS of Prague, these locomotives are quite superb!

What’s more, there will only be 10 locomotives produced in this scheme with a
choice of the following names (whilst stocks last)

WP Allen - Flamboyant - North British - Sir Vincent Raven - Hal O'the Wynd

The impressive specification for these locomotives is as follows:
e Hand produced and individually tested

Precision engineered chassis

Twin electric motors (10-20 Volt DC)

Twin Clutch drive for smooth pick-up and

power-down

2/3 Rail operation with isolating switch

Highly detailed, scale, cast metal body

Detailed backhead

Double chimney and banjo dome with cut

away smoke deflectors

e Sprung buffers

There are two finishes offered as follows:
e Gloss blue with satin smokebox and cab roof
e All over satin blue

So with five different names and two different finishes, each of these 10
locomotives is effectively a unique model.

These highly limited models are priced at £850.00 each (plus P&P)

Please get in touch asap if you would like to reserve one of these impressive
locos. wjvintage@outlook.com
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PO Colliery Wagon Update

Just a quick update this month to confirm that the Colliery Wagons are now with
the tin printing company. Hopefully assembly work will commence in around 2
weeks and first deliveries should be in June.
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Note: In production BW&Co/Bentley Colliery will be black

In the meantime, orders continue to come in for these and I am now over 60%
sold out so if you haven't yet ordered, please don’t delay too long - you may
miss out! They are being limited to just 50 pieces of each wagon and are offered
at just £35.00 each plus P&P. You can contact me by email at:
wjvintage@outlook.com

Back In Stock - Repro BL style Pick-Ups/Spoons

As announced last month, we are pleased to advise that after several months out
of stock, we now have a new supply of these really superb quality repro Bassett-
Lowke style 3™ rail pick-up/spoon sets. Produced from nickel silver for excellent
conductivity these spoons will be a direct replacement for the originals and have
been designed, manufactured and assembled in the UK from brand new tooling.
They have been checked alongside a nhumber of vintage Bassett-Lowke
locomotives and they will fit nearly all of the larger style locos. The smaller
wheeled locos may require some adaption but I am sure anyone with a little
engineering know-how would be able to sort this quite easily.

They also fit all the Leicester produced Bassett-Lowke models except the Peckett.
The photo below shows the new pick-up set alongside a Leicester issue B-L
Rebuilt Patriot
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The not so good news is that the cost of these spoons to me has virtually
doubled since I first started buying them. Clearly to double the price would be
unacceptable so I have increased them by as little as I can economically

afford. I will offer this current batch at £19.50 each plus P&P. They are
available now from stock.

Darstaed News

Bogie Tankers
Much anticipated and promising to be quite superb the new Darstaed Bogie
Tank Wagons are due to arrive any day now
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The Bogie Tank Wagons have been heavily pre-ordered and I have to report that
from my allocation I am already out of stock on 4 lines as follows:

Post War Mobil, Post War BP, Post War Esso (grey) and Post War Castrol.

Please note other Darstaed dealers may still have stock of these.

Featuring sprung buffers and bogies, they are suitable for 2- and 3-rail operation
and will even run on finescale profile track.
They are all priced at £69.00 each plus P&P.

Gresley Corridor Coach Sets
Also due any day from Darstaed are the next batch of LNER and BR Gresley
Corridor Coaches as follows:
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Brake 3rd ( Rear Light ) Open 3rd
Set A 3rd Class Sct B Composite
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See your Darstaed distributor for further information
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Please get in touch with me as quickly as possible to secure any of these
fabulous coach sets as quantities are limited

Bassett-Lowke New Old Stock

BL99002 Stanier 2-6-0 Mogul - LMS Maroon

Spirit Fired Live Steam Locomotive

It has been quite some time since I have had any ‘New Old Stock’ Bassett-Lowke
items but I have just this week taken delivery of a real beauty. It is BL99002
Stanier 2-6-0 Mogul and it looks rather gorgeous in LMS Maroon livery. This
comes from the estate of a deceased collector and it is absolutely mint with an
excellent box (with just a tiny bit of fading on the label).
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The model features:

e Sprung buffers

e Operating whistle

e Forward/reverse controls

e Lamp irons
The model is complete with:

e Length of track for display (with the rail ends still tissue wrapped)
Measuring container, funnel and lubricating oil
Length of wick
Set of lamps
Bassett-lowke printed duster
Full operating and maintenance instructions
Everything is bagged and sealed as new

This is a fabulous find for any enthusiast of live steam and for serious Bassett-
Lowke collectors. To find one of these in this sort of mint condition is becoming
more and more difficult.

I am offering this superb locomotive at just £585.00 (plus P&P). Obviously it is a
one-off so first come, first served I'm afraid. If you would like this loco please
email me asap on wjvintage@outlook.com

If you would like to see an example of this type of loco in action I have found a
very nice youtube clip. Here is the link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QbP0bnu 4k
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Ace Trains New but Pre-Owned Stock

E/24 Class M7 0-4-4T - LSWR

Here is a very rare opportunity indeed. The Ace M7 in LSWR livery was pretty
much sold out as soon as it was announced. This example is from the estate of a
deceased collector but was only purchased in recent months and is in absolutely
mint, as new and un-run condition. I have tested it on my rolling road and it is a
fabulous, smooth runner.

The model features:
e Sprung buffers
Clutch drive mechanism for smooth pull away and power down
2/3 rail operation switch
Isolating switch
Lamp Irons and set of lamps
Operating instructions

I am able to offer this very rare model at £495.00 (plus P&P)

I suspect you will have to be very quick off the mark to acquire this one-off so
don’t delay - first come, first served! Please email me on
wijvintage@outlook.com or call 07711 092497

A Sneak Preview

City Builder - St Paul’s Church

Just as we are about to go to press I have had details from Sam Toys of a superb
new O Gauge cardboard building kit which they are planning to launch in the
next couple of months.

These fabulous kits are beautifully produced and accurately pre-cut to make
assembly as straightforward as possible.

The new church kit promises to be a really superb model. I have seen photos of
the prototype and it is excellent. However Sam toys have requested that I refrain
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from publishing these photos as the model is far from complete. However, they
have given me permission to show a sneak preview of the church entrance.

As you can see, this is going to look very
spectacular with a full set of stained glass
windows. Unfortunately, whilst there is no LED
lighting kit available with this model, the Sam
Toys designers have created cut-outs in the
base so that modellers who wish to add this
feature can do so with relative ease. I am sure
lighting would bring the best out of the
beautiful window designs. Price is not 100%
finalised but is expected to be around £21.50
each (plus P&P).

Next month I hope to have more details and
photos.

PS - please ignore the paperclip on the roof - I did say it

was a prototype!
Please note

Sadly due to new courier restrictions the free glue and craft knife that were previously supplied in
the City Builder kits are no longer permitted to be shipped and have therefore been removed.
These kits still represent terrific value for money and look fantastic when built.

W Vintace 5" Anniversary Running Day

Saturday 8™ October 2016 is now confirmed as the date for the WVintage
5t Anniversary running day. Please make a note in your diaries.

The venue details are also now also confirmed as:

Kings Cliffe Active

Kingsmead

Station Road

Kings Cliffe

Northamptonshire i =EATION
PE8 6YH www.kcactive.co.uk

The plans are moving ahead!

I am pleased to announce that David Knighton has very kindly offered to bring
along his ‘Old Sarum’ display layout as a major attraction on the day (subject to
the availability and agreement of his partners). For those that haven't seen it
before, it is a wonderful layout. ‘Old Sarum’ is historically the original site of
Salisbury. So in David’s words: ‘The layout claims to be a sort-of watered-down
version of Salisbury — a BR(S) station with a significant BR(W) presence. I
originally came up with the idea as a vehicle for the ACE E/7 ‘Castles’ and E/9
‘Light Pacifics’ — but, of course, the BR versions of the W]V Railcars, the USA
Tank and the A1/X Terriers would also be appropriate - together with the ACE
E/10 ‘Schools’, E/24 M7, E/16 'Bulldog’, E/21 57XX, E/29 51XX, E/27 ‘Britannias’,
E/28 9F etc., etc.’

David’s will be the main display layout, but I also plan to have a 2", slightly

more simplistic layout which we can use for ‘run what you’'ve brung’. In other
words, you are all invited to bring along a favourite loco and/or rolling stock to
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run on the day. I am just awaiting a floor plan of the room so that I can plan all
this out and then I hope to publish this in due course.

I am really looking forward to celebrating my (WJvintage®s) 5t birthday in this
way and I do hope as many of you as possible will be able to join me on the day.
Please spread the word - everyone will be very welcome

n Find us on:
facebook.
W Vintage is on Facebook

Remember news breaks first on our facebook page so if you want to be

amongst the first to see what’s new, join up and ‘like’ the W Vintage page. We
now have over 270 ‘likes’ that follow us so why not join them?

See us at Shows

If it’'s convenient and you’d like to save the postage why not come and see us at one
of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England and you can buy
on the day.

We always like to meet our customers face to face - it makes a pleasant change
from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!

Below are our forthcoming shows:

Tuesday May 24t - Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night)
Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21 5HD -
6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘O0’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts)

Saturday May 28t - Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs)
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, Esher,
Surrey, KT10 9A] - 10:30am to 3:30pm

Monday May 30t" (Bank Holiday Monday) - Huntingdon (3J Webb Fairs)
International Indoor Arena, Kings Bush Centre, Godmanchester, PE29 2NH -
10am to 3pm

Monday June 6 - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Northend, Warks
Burton Dassett Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Southam, Warwickshire, CV47
2TN - 4pm to 8:30pm

Tuesday June 7t - HRCA Merseyside Area HRCA Meeting
Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to
9.00pm

Sunday June 26" — Donington Park (Barry Potter Fairs)
Donington Park, Castle Donington, Nr Derby, DE74 2RP - 10:30am to 3:30pm
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Ordering from WlVintage is Easy

Online

We no longer operate the online ordering system as calculating the postage for
multiple purchases and overseas shipments was proving too complex. So please use
the website as a shop window and then place you order either by calling or emailing
me. This has the added advantage that I can confirm stock, particularly for highly
limited items. Please see below for full contact details.

Credit Card

We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your order with
us by calling 07711 092497 - please have your card to hand when calling.

Cheque

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just download
the order form from our website and complete your requirements. Then make a
cheque out for the total and post both order form and cheque to us at the
address shown. Please make cheques payable to WJ]Vintage.

Email

Alternatively you can place your order by email and payment can then be made
either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our new email address is:
wijvintage@outlook.com

Shows

We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.

That's all for now!
All the best
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WVintage Tel: 07711 092497 www.wjvintage.co.uk

15


mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com

