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Welcome to the April newsletter and I do apologise for the lateness. I 
have been hit by the ’perfect storm’!  

For some months I have been working on a big freelance writing project 
and my deadline was Friday April 22nd. That was fine until my employers 

decided to offer me some more work but with the same deadline. I also 
had a trip to visit ETS for 3 days in early April so that effectively removed 

the best part of a working week. The net result was a bit of an eleventh 

hour affair - but we made it in the end. However, just as I submitted the 
final article, my computer got a virus and I had to wipe everything and re-

build it from scratch. Luckily I back-up my work on a daily basis so I only 
ended up losing about half a day’s work. It could have been so much 

worse! 
 

This month’s fabulous opening photo is something I found on the 
internet. It struck me in particular because just behind the Ex-LMS Class 

8F 2-8-0 No 48686 is a Bogie Tank Wagon in ICI colours. By the time you 
read this the first delivery of Darstaed Bogie Tankers should be leaving 

the factory and will be with us very shortly. Please see the ‘What’s New’ 
section for more details 

 
Due to the time pressures this month this is a shorter than usual 

newsletter and I am holding back my report on the trip to ETS until May 

when I can hopefully do it justice.  
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As I mentioned last month April was a busy time for shows and I have thoroughly 
enjoyed them all. They say a picture paints a thousand words so given my time 

constraints this month, I shall let the pictures do much of the talking.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Tony Penn and his team worked tirelessly to re-arrange the whole layout of this 
event given the loss of one of the main hall areas to building works and the 

church itself was taken over for the layouts. It worked perfectly and over 400 
visitors enjoyed a real treat. Highlights for O Gauge enthusiasts were the vintage 

layout from Mark Carne and his team and a modern layout by Paul Gumbrell, 

brought in at short notice as David Embling was poorly. This was a show debut 
for Paul’s magnificent new viaduct and it certainly didn’t disappoint. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Out And About 

Beckenham Vintage – St John’s Church Beckenham, Apr 2nd 
With a new hall currently under construction there was a considerable amount 
of upheaval for this event this year. However, it made no difference and if 

anything I think it was better than last year’s event!  
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HRCA Cambridge Group – Fulbourn Mar 22nd 2016 
I always enjoy the Fulbourn meets. They are relaxed and friendly 

and pretty much anything goes – including MC Roger Burton’s 
jokes!!  

Above:  WJVintage goodies on display at Fulbourn 

Left:  Roger delivering his address and one of his infamous jokes 

Below:  Ertl diecast Thomas with ETS mech conversion pulls 10 x 
WJV hoppers plus a brake van with relative ease! 

 

Bottom: Fabulous display of Hornby Gunpowder wagons 
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Tappers Special Running Day – Brighton Toy Museum 
April 23rd  2016 

Huge thanks as always to Graham Lock for his enthusiasm and 

efforts to arrange this running day with the museum, whose 
traditional O Gauge layout must be one of the best in the UK. Thanks 

also for inviting me along once again, it was another wonderful day.  
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USA Tank 

War Department 
(WD)  

& 
Longmoor Military 

Railway 
(LMR) 

Available Now 
Highly Limited Runs 

£345.00 each + P&P 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The USA Class Dockyard Shunters continue to go down well and I have received 

some excellent feedback from customers. The very final liveries to be offered, 
LMR and WD are now in stock in very limited numbers.  

If you would like to order one of these highly limited locomotives, please email 
me at wjvintage@outlook.com or call 07711 092497 

 

PO Colliery Wagon Update 
Following my trip to visit ETS in Prague earlier this month I am pleased to report 

that we are now back on track with the PO Wagons. I have approved and signed 
off all the artwork amends, and ETS have overcome the technical issues they  

What’s New? 
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had. The new wagons will come from a different tin printing supplier but having 
seen the quality of their work I am confident the quality will be even better than 

before. I also briefly met the gentleman who forms all the wagons and I’m 
pleased to report that he is looking in good health and is raring to go (regular 

readers may recall he was quite poorly last year which delayed the project a 

while). In fact, by the time we go to press the PO wagons should already be in 
the early stages of production and hopefully should be ready to ship during June. 

It is 6 months later than I had hoped/planned but I think they will be worth the 
wait. The amended artworks are shown below. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Note: In production BW&Co/Bentley Colliery will be black  
 

In the meantime suffice to say these are being limited to just 50 pieces of each 

wagon and they are offered at just £35.00 each plus P&P. I have now sold over 
half on pre-orders already so if you would like any of these do please get in touch 

to reserve yours. You can contact me by email at: wjvintage@outlook.com 
 

 

Back In Stock - Repro BL style Pick-Ups/Spoons 
We are pleased to advise that after several months out of stock, we now have a 

new supply of these really superb quality repro Bassett-Lowke style 3rd rail pick-
up/spoon set. Produced from nickel silver for excellent conductivity these spoons 

will be a direct replacement for the originals and have been designed, 
manufactured and assembled in the UK from brand new tooling. They have been 

checked alongside a number of vintage Bassett-Lowke locomotives and they will 
fit nearly all of the larger style locos. The smaller wheeled locos may require 

some adaption but I am sure anyone with a little engineering know-how would be 

able to sort this quite easily. 
 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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They also fit all the Leicester produced Bassett-Lowke models except the Peckett. 
The photo below shows the new pick-up set alongside a Leicester issue B-L 

Rebuilt Patriot 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The not so good news is that the cost of these spoons to me has virtually 
doubled since I first started buying them. Clearly to double the price would be 

unacceptable so I have increased them by as little as I can economically 
afford. I will offer this current batch at £19.50 each plus P&P. They are 

available now from stock. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
                                                                                          

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Darstaed News 

 

http://i1091.photobucket.com/albums/i395/paul_lumsdon/WJ Classics/WJV01010 Spoons/P1010496.jpg
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With 22 pre-war, wartime and post-war liveries to choose from, this selection 
must surely offer something for everyone. Featuring sprung buffers and bogies, 

they are suitable for 2- and 3-rail operation and will even run on finescale profile 
track. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The news from Darstaed is that they are well on with production and should be 

leaving the factory as we go to press, for availability late April/early May. Pre-
orders have been very strong for these and I have already sold over half my 

allocation. I have based my order on the popularity of the liveries ordered so far. 
Some are bound to be more popular than others so please let me know your 

wants as soon as possible. There is only one production batch being made so 
once they are gone they are gone. 

They are all priced at £69.00 each plus P&P. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Gresley Corridor Coach Sets 

Also due shortly from Darstaed are the next batch of LNER and BR Gresley 

Corridor Coaches as follows: 
 

Darstaed Bogie Tankers 
Much anticipated and promising to be quite superb the new Darstaed Bogie 

Tank Wagons are now due to arrive at the end of April/early May 
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Please get in touch with me as quickly as possible to secure any of these 
fabulous coach sets as quantities are limited 

 

 

WJVintage 5th Anniversary Running Day 
Saturday 8th October 2016 is now confirmed as the date for the WJVintage 

5th Anniversary running day. Please make a note in your diaries. 
The venue details are also now also confirmed as: 

Kings Cliffe Active  
Kingsmead 

Station Road 
Kings Cliffe 

Northamptonshire 
PE8 6YH    www.kcactive.co.uk 

 
Suffice to say I haven’t been able to progress this much over the past few weeks 

but I hope to do so before the May newsletter 
I am still working on a programme for the day. It won’t be anything too 

elaborate and definitely very relaxed rather than formal! The plan is to have a bit 

of a celebration party with hopefully lots of trains to play with! 
 

Please spread the word 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.wjvintage.co.uk 

      
 

http://www.wjvintage.co.uk/
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WJVintage is on Facebook  

Remember news breaks first on our facebook page so if you want to be 

amongst the first to see what’s new, join up and ‘like’ the WJVintage page. We 

now have over 270 ‘likes’ that follow us so why not join them?  
 

See us at Shows 
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage why not come and see us at one 

of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England and you can buy 
on the day.  

We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant change 
from the virtual world we seem to live in these days! 

 
Below are our forthcoming shows: 

 
Saturday Apr 30th – Bassett-Lowke Society Northern Show 

St. Joseph's Hall, Chapel Street, Leigh, Lancs WN7 2PR – 10am – 4pm 

 
Monday May 2nd - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Northend, Warks 

Burton Dassett Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Southam, Warwickshire, CV47 
2TN – 4pm to 8:30pm 

 
Sunday May 8th – NEC (Barry Potter Fairs) 

Hall 18, National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, B40 1NT – 10:30am to 3:30pm 
 

Tuesday May 24th – Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night) 
Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21 5HD – 

6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts) 
 

Saturday May 28th - Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, Esher, 

Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:30pm 

 
Monday May 30th (Bank Holiday Monday) – Huntingdon (JJ Webb Fairs) 

International Indoor Arena, Kings Bush Centre, Godmanchester, PE29 2NH – 
10am to 3pm 
 

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 
We no longer operate the online ordering system as calculating the postage for 

multiple purchases and overseas shipments was proving too complex. So please use 
the website as a shop window and then place you order either by calling or emailing 

me. This has the added advantage that I can confirm stock, particularly for highly 
limited items. Please see below for full contact details. 

Credit Card 
We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your order with 

us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand when calling.  
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Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just download 

the order form from our website and complete your requirements. Then make a  
cheque out for the total and post both order form and cheque to us at the 

address shown. Please make cheques payable to WJVintage. 

 
Email 

Alternatively you can place your order by email and payment can then be made 
either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our new email address is: 

wjvintage@outlook.com 
Shows 

We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows. 
 

That’s all for now! 

All the best 

Paul 

********* 
 
        WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 
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