WhVintage
March 2016 Newsletter

Welcome to the March newsletter and hopefully to the start of spring, one
of my favourite times of year.

This month’s fabulous opening photo comes from John Bennett and
features Ivatt 2MT 2-6-0 R/N 46522 in BR Green lined livery (as modelled
by Seven Mill Models), leaving Adderbury eastbound towards Kings
Sutton. John has a very personal story about this locomotive which I am
delighted to reproduce for you below in the ‘The Story Behind the Model’
feature.

The 'Out and About’ feature this month has a rather interesting account of
the March Preston Brook HRCA meeting, where there was a visit from two
gentlemen who I heard described as ‘Hornby Royalty’. Read on to find out
who they were!

In the ‘What’s New'’ section please don’t miss out on the Darstaed Bogie
Tankers. We all tend to use superlatives perhaps more often than we
should but these will really justify the plaudits. They are going to be quite
superb and they will be arriving soon! You can also read about more
Corridor Coaches from Darstaed that will also be arriving in the next few
weeks.

Finally March is a quiet month for me at shows but April will be quite the
opposite. I hope to see lots of you out and about this spring starting with
Beckenham Vintage on Saturday April 2"d. There is a full list of my
upcoming shows at the end of this newsletter

Happy Easter to you all!
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HRCA Merseyside Group - Preston Brook Tues Mar 1st 2016
I generally make the journey up to Preston Brook with Michael Foster and we
while away the 100 plus mile car journey catching up on all sorts of news. On
this occasion Michael was able to tell me about a real treat in store for us all.

Way back in the 1970s, as Michael was researching information for his book,
Hornby Dublo Trains, 1938-1964, He had occasion to visit the Meccano Factory in
Liverpool, where he was introduced to Drawing Office Manager Vic Mumby. Fast
forward to present day and that same Vic Mumby happened to be talking to an
auction house recently when Michael’s name came up in conversation. The
auctioneer gave Michael’s contact details to Vic and he got in touch. As both Vic
and his elder brother Jim still live in the Merseyside area, Michael invited them

both for lunch with him and myself, and then to visit the local HRCA meeting at
Preston Brook.

Former Meccano DO Manager Vic Mumby (right) and his elder brother Jim, who also worked for Meccano
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Well as you can imagine it was a very interesting lunch indeed! Vic joined
Meccano at the age of 16 in 1961, and worked at first in the tool room and then
in the drawing office, where he rose to become Drawing Office Manager. He
worked for Meccano until 1979 and in fact left only 6 months before the factory
closed down. After the closure Vic very kindly donated around 10,000 drawings
he had rescued to the HRCA via Michael Foster.

Vic’s brother Jim Mumby also worked for Meccano in the tool room. He joined the
business in 1948 and he clearly remembers preparing the tooling for the Dublo
Dinky Austin Taxi. These have become rather collectable and a good one today
with box will cost around £60-£80!

e 2 )
Micheal Foster (left) introduces Vic and Jim to the meeting Vic reviews an old drawing

Both Vic and Jim were very warmly received at the Preston Brook meeting once
Michael had introduced them. It's not every day you get to chat to not one, but
two gentlemen, both with first-hand knowledge of the trains we all love and
collect, and yes I did hear them referred to as ‘Hornby Royalty’. Not surprisingly
they were kept busy chatting all evening and so they are hoping to come along
for a further visit in the very near future. If ever you needed an excuse to visit
Preston Brook!!

TCS AGM - Biggleswade Mar 12t 2016
As I am not a member of the TCS this event tends to pass me by
from a trade perspective, but how nice it was to go along as a
normal ‘punter’ and take in some of the superb layouts and displays.
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From the moment I arrived I immediately started to bump into familiar faces and
it actually took some time to get from the entrance area into the main display
hall as I was constantly chatting. However once inside I was immediately struck
by the number of excellent layouts and also the wide range of traders present.
Perhaps I should re-think this one for next year!

David Knighton and Jonathan Ward had a fine looking Bassett-Lowke layout. I
was particularly taken by two sets of pre-war Underground Trains - they were
almost identical but one was made of wood and the other of brass. I had never
seen or heard of these before so it was fabulous to discover them. Talking to
Mike Green after the show, he believes the brass version was made for an
exhibition at Charing Cross in 1934 and the wooden version was then catalogued,
but not for very long, hence the rarity of these.
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As well as the Bassett-Lowke ‘Ashfield” Underground Station and the matching
Island Station, the show stealer for me was a magnificent scratchbuilt wooden
hotel, ‘The Railway Hotel” which looked the part surrounded by a line of waiting
Triang Minic Taxis and Buses. David came across this at an auction and was lucky
enough to win it.
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The Triang Minic range of clockwork vehicles is another of my favourites and I
have actually started to collect one or two pieces. On another layout there was a
really nice display of these with a fantastic Minic Service Station as the centre
piece. I can dream on I suppose!

Elsewhere it was nice to see a huge display of O Gauge Wagons that included a
couple of the recent wavintage PO Wagon releases. I spotted a Cadbury and a
Bass in amongst a huge variety of other open wagons of various makes including
Corgi Bassett-Lowke.

All in all this was a very impressive show and I thoroughly enjoyed my few hours
there. I will definitely mark this one in the diary and see if I can get a table for
next year.
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Customer Corner
B —

With the weather just beginning to change for the better, I have
literally just received these latest ‘Spring 2016’ photos from Mick
Martin of his fantastic outdoor layout.

I featured Mick’s B17 in action last summer, in last month’s *Customer Corner’
but as soon as I saw these photos I knew I had to feature the layout again. So
this month it is his newly acquired BR Bulleid Corridor Coaches by Darstaed and
his BR Green ‘Flying Banana’ Railcar, complete with a full complement of
passengers plus drivers.

I think you’ll agree these are great photos with a real air of realism about them.
The work it must take to keep the layout looking this good after the ravages of
winter must be considerable. Much appreciated Mick — keep up the good work
and keep sending the photos in - that applies to all of you ©
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The Story Behind the Model
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As I said in my opening this month, John Bennett has a very personal
story to tell about Ivatt 2MT, 0-6-0, R/N 46522 as modelled by Seven
Mill Models. I am really grateful to John for his permission to reproduce
his story of some wonderful schoolboy experiences. Over to John ...

‘I grew up in Oxford. Oxford shed closed to steam on 3rd January 1966.
Everyone says it was the last BR-WR steam shed, which it was, but several ex-
GWR sheds had been transferred to the LMR and remained with steam for
longer. In most cases, the GWR types of loco were withdrawn after the transfer
and substituted with LMR ones.

One of these sheds was Banbury. The SR kept sending steam locos up on the
inter-regional trains (the Pines XP and the Bournemouth—York, plus occasional
trains of bananas whenever a boatload docked at Southampton) and they had
to be serviced somewhere so they came off at Banbury. Until June of 1967, it
was still possible not only to photograph steam at Oxford, but also to travel by
steam from Oxford, north to Banbury and south to Bournemouth and even
Weymouth. There was a steam train off Weymouth at 16.46—stopping at all
stations except Shawford Junction - and so it was possible to get back as far as
Basingstoke behind steam too. I used to skive off the double Games period on
Wednesday afternoons and go train riding.

At the end of steam, 46522 was shedded at Banbury. It was the regular engine
assigned to the daily freight to Adderbury, the first station out from King’s
Sutton on the GWR’s former Banbury & Cheltenham Direct line, which had long
been closed as a through route but the short section to Adderbury remained
open for freight to (or from) a factory. On Tuesday afternoons, we schoolboys
were supposed to do social work, for example painting old ladies’ flats, but it
wasn’t very well supervised and was easy to skive. By also absenting myself
from the double English class at the end of Tuesday morning, it was possible to
get to King’s Sutton Junction before 46522 did... and I used to wait in the long
grass and thumb a lift. The crew invariably picked me up and I would ride with
them to Adderbury and back. I have lots of photos of 46522 shunting at
Adderbury. 46522 was a bit unkempt-looking, you might say, but it was quite
obvious it was wearing a BR lined green livery under the dirt.
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A fabulous photo of John Bennet
and a friend aboard 46522.

On the back of the photo it
states:

On the footplate of 46522 prior
to driving the engine from
Adderbury (where it had
shunted the daily freight) to
Kings Sutton junction

28/9/66

SR steam finished in June of 1967, about the time I was doing my ‘A’ Levels.
The Adderbury branch closed sometime during the second half of 1966, I
believe. The last time I went there, I think, was the 28t September.

I bought the model of 46522 because of its number, and because you were
offering it in a BR lined green livery, which is how I remember the engine when
I used to ride it to Adderbury. If ever ACE Trains (or whoever) were to market a
model of a Rebuilt Bulleid Pacific, I would be very tempted to buy one of those,
too. I would want it in BR lined green.

The model 46522 which you sent me arrived wearing an 89B shedplate, i.e. not
Banbury at all. 89B was Brecon. I assume it isn’t a whim of the model-makers. I
assume they have a photo of it wearing an 89B shedplate, but I'd love to know
what it was doing over there before it came to Banbury. Perhaps another of
your customers has told you? The late Hugh Ballantyne, the well-known railway
photographer who died not so long ago, used to have a large photo of one of
these engines hanging in his study, at the head of a passenger train on the
Central Wales line. With the carriages all in BR red. So, occasionally, I put
46522 at the head of my train of LMS coaches and let it out on the main line...”

Is it just me or does that story leave you with a grin on your face? Wouldn't we
all have loved to have done just as John and his friends did? And yet rather
sadly, if that sort of thing went in today’s sanitised world, I have no doubt there
would be transport police investigations, jobs lost and school expulsions!

Thanks again to John for those wonderful memories and I hope your model of
46522 helps to keep them alive and real for you.



USA Tank — NCB

Available Now
Highly Limited Run
8 x R/N 35
8 x R/N 36

£345-00 each + P&P

W Also NCB hoppers
East Hetton, Monkton,
Bowes & Seaham

£45-00 each + P&P

All USA
Tanks
£345.00

each + P&P

Available Now
but only 5 left

Available Now
but only 3 left

If you would like to order one of these highly limited locomotives please email
me at wjvintage@outlook.com or call 07711 092497

Coming Soon
A limited run of the Longmoor Military Railway (LMR) in its smart blue livery is
currently in development and should be available by early summer.


mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com

Priced at £345.00 (plus P&P), final production quantities are still being finalised
but suffice to say will be very limited (probably circa 20 pieces only) so please
reserve early to secure one of these.

I am also currently researching a small run of LMR wagons. More details to
follow asap.

New Hopper Wagons
As shown above, to accompany the NCB USA Tank I am also pleased to confirm
availability of these fantastic Hopper wagons in Bauxite NCB livery.

These wagons have dispensed with the side chutes of the original ballast hoppers
and feature instead brake castings (similar to those produced for the recent PO
wagons)

EAST HETTON Number Colliery
944 East Hetton

6977 Bowes

688 Seaham

6067 Monkton

There are four wagon variants from four different colliery sites, 20 pieces of each
making a total run of just 80 wagons. The basic design is the same but the
running number and colliery name are different on each of the variants as shown
above. I have already sold 25% of my allocation of these so please order early to
avoid disappointment. Price is £45.00 each plus P&P

Hoppers Currently Available
Please note that I can now offer small numbers only of the Hopper Wagons
below:

GWR LMS LNER
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Ministry of Transport Plain Bauxite (plain Grey also available) London Brick

All Hopper Wagons are priced at £45.00 each (plus P&P)

PO Colliery Wagon Update

Further to my update last month, I'm afraid I still don’t have much positive news
to report. The latest is that there has been a technical hitch with the printing of
the metal sheets and ETS are working hard with their supplier to overcome the
problems. I will be travelling to Prague to visit ETS during the first half of April so
hopefully by then there should be some real progress and I will have a more
upbeat report by the next newsletter. It is of course a source of great frustration,
but both to myself and ETS are determined to get these wagons absolutely right,
as quickly as possible, particularly as they have proven to be extremely popular
with a very high level of pre-orders.

‘»_BENTLEY - 0 COLLIERY -

Tare 6-13-0

DEARNEVALLEY-

: _N:B]}WBIJZN“JBKRNS" .

Tare 6-17-3 * u] i Load 12 Tons

NORTH END

Tare 6-10-0

LEDINBUF
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In the meantime suffice to say these are being limited to just 50 pieces of each
wagon and they are offered at just £35.00 each plus P&P. I have a good number
of pre-orders already so if you would like any of these do please get in touch to
reserve yours. You can contact me by email at: wjvintage@outlook.com
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Available Now

BritiSh TOY Tl‘ainS £18.00 pius rap

Featuring all those other British toy train manufacturers

Book 2 of 4 - Dunham, White & Betal | British Marx | A Wells

By Michael D. Foster

As I go to press I have just taken delivery of British Toy Trains book 2 and I will
be contacting customers who have pre-ordered over the next few days. Following
on from the huge success of the first book, this edition covers the tinplate trains
produced by Dunham, White & Betal, British Marx and A Wells.

The series of four books will eventually become a unique and most
comprehensive record of all the many ‘other’ British toy train manufacturers that
operated with varying degrees of success in the shadows (as it were) of Hornby
and Bassett-Lowke.

The new volume is priced at £18.00 each (plus P&P) and is a limited print run of
just 700 copies.

Note: If you missed out on Book 1, I do still have a few copies available also
priced at £18.00 each plus P&P

Darstaed News

DARSTAED g
Trains de Luxe §9VY§ 2 QO/@
Tin plate excellence Since 1966 “ZJ;;““& }Z/{ ’
Special Postwar

jonal B

20LF

* Sprung Bogies
« Sprung Buffers
* Free Running Wheels
« Suitable for 2&3 Rail
* Solebar details

A Wartime

s B
* Price Including VAT, Excl. P&P

www.darstaed.com



Darstaed Bogie Tankers

Much anticipated and promising to be quite superb the new Darstaed Bogie
Tank Wagons are due to arrive in April

With 22 pre-war, wartime and post-war liveries to choose from, this selection
must surely offer something for everyone. Featuring sprung buffers and bogies,
they are suitable for 2- and 3-rail operation and will even run on finescale profile
track.

The news from Darstaed is that they will be available next month (April) and that
only one production run will be made. Once they are sold that will be it! That said
I believe there will be sufficient quantities made of each but I would still
recommend you pre-order just to be sure.

Some are bound to be more popular than others so if you let me know your
wants I can order accordingly.

They are all priced at £69.00 each plus P&P.

Gresley Corridor Coach Sets
Also due shortly from Darstaed are the next batch of LNER and BR Gresley
Corridor Coaches as follows:

DARSTAED &>

Trains de Luxe

Tin piate excellence Since 1966

&
D D

’ LNER Gresley - suitable for A4, A3, A2, B1, B17, V2 locos etc LNER/ BR Gresley Coach Set Details

.....

Brake 3rd ( Rear Light ) Open 3rd
Set A 3rd Class Sct B Composite
Ist Class Buffet
Articulated 3rd Articulated Sleeper
Set C Articulated 3rd Brk Set D Articulated Sleeper
Open 3rd 12W sleeper
‘ | Single Full Brake | * Price Including VAT, Excl. P&P

W 9

Set A Set B

Set C Set D

BR ( E ) - suitable for BR liveried A4, A3, A2, B1, B17, V2 locos etc Single

See your Darstaed distributor for further information

LA
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Please get in touch with me as quickly as possible to secure any of these

fabulous coach sets as quantities are limited
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WJVintage 5" Anniversary Running Day

Saturday 8t October 2016 is now confirmed as the date for the WVintage
5th Anniversary running day. Please make a note in your diaries.

The venue details are also now also confirmed as:

Kings Cliffe Active

Kingsmead

Station Road

Kings Cliffe

Northamptonshire L '
PE8 6YH www.kcactive.co.uk

Kings Cliffe Active is our village sports facility and has a very nice size Pavillion
with kitchen facilities so I think it will be perfect for our gathering. It also has a
huge car park so access by road will be dead easy.

We do have a village minibus and if sufficient people want to come by train then
I will try to set up a ferry service from Peterborough mainline station. Please let
me know if you would like to take advantage of this. Note there is a modest
charge for the minibus to cover fuel cost and wear and tear.

I am still working on a programme for the day. It won’t be anything too
elaborate and definitely very relaxed rather than formal! The plan is to have a bit
of a celebration party with hopefully lots of trains to play with!

Please spread the word

n Find us on:
facebook.

WVintacge is on Facebook

Remember news breaks first on our facebook page so if you want to be

amongst the first to see what’s new, join up and ‘like’ the W Vintage page. We
now have over 260 ‘likes’ that follow us so why not join them?

See us at Shows

If it's convenient and you'd like to save the postage why not come and see us at one
of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England and you can buy
on the day.

We always like to meet our customers face to face - it makes a pleasant change
from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!

Below are our forthcoming shows:

Saturday Mar 19t — Bassett-Lowke Society, Digswell
The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 OEA -
10:30am to 3:30pm

Tuesday Mar 229 - Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night)
Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21 5HD -
6:30pm to 9:00pm (OO0’ and 'O’ Gauge layouts)

Monday Mar 28t (Easter Monday) — Huntingdon (3J Webb Fairs)
International Indoor Arena, Kings Bush Centre, Godmanchester, PE29 2NH -
10am to 3pm
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Saturday Apr 2" — Beckenham Vintage Toy Train Show
St John’s Church, Eden Park Avenue, Beckenham, Kent BR3 3JN - 10am to 5pm
- 10 working layouts, trade stands and light refreshments

Sunday Apr 3" — Donington Park (Barry Potter Fairs)
Donington Park, Castle Donington, Nr Derby, DE74 2RP - 10:30am to 3:30pm

Monday Ap 4t - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Northend, Warks
Burton Dassett Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Southam, Warwickshire, CV47
2TN - 4pm to 8:30pm

Tuesday Apr 5th - HRCA Merseyside Area HRCA Meeting
Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to
9.00pm

Saturday April 9" - Rugby Vintage (Barry Potter Fairs)
The Benn Hall, Newbold Road, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2LN - 10.30am to
3.30pm

Saturday April 231 - ‘Tappers’ Running Day at Brighton Toy Museum
For details please contact Graham Lock 07903 676177

Sunday April 24th — Coventry (Barry Potter Fairs)
The Connexion Leisure Club, Leamington Road, Ryton-on-Dunsmore, Coventry, CV8 3FL
- 10:30am to 3:30pm

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy

Online

We no longer operate the online ordering system as calculating the postage for
multiple purchases and overseas shipments was proving too complex. So please use
the website as a shop window and then place you order either by calling or emailing
me. This has the added advantage that I can confirm stock, particularly for highly
limited items. Please see below for full contact details.

Credit Card

We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your order with
us by calling 07711 092497 - please have your card to hand when calling.
Cheque

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just download

the order form from our website and complete your requirements. Then make a
cheque out for the total and post both order form and cheque to us at the

address shown. Please make cheques payable to WlVintage.

Email

Alternatively you can place your order by email and payment can then be made
either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our new email address is:
wijvintage@outlook.com

Shows

We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.

That's all for now!
All the best

>k 3k >k >k >k >k >k >k >k

WVintage Tel: 07711 092497 www.wjvintage.co.uk
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