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Welcome to the February newsletter and can you guess the big news this 
month? 

Yes, literally years after it was first announced, I am delighted to report 
that the Darstaed A4 has now arrived! …And it is beautiful!! 

Now not wishing to pour cold water on the excitement, I have to say that 

this is the first production batch comprising the pre-orders for satin finish 
only. I was a little late to the party, having only started to distribute 

Darstaed products just over a year ago, so I have not had as many pre-
orders as some of the other distributors who have been patiently waiting 

for close on 5 years for this release. Nevertheless I am pleased to have 
taken delivery and I am now, like many of you, impatiently waiting for the 

gloss finish locos, as most of my orders are for these. 
 

I have quickly snapped some photographs of this fabulous new release so 

take a look in the What’s New section later in the newsletter for more 

details. 
 

It’s not all about the A4 in this newsletter and there are plenty of other 

articles that will hopefully be of interest and new items to get enthused 
over. Plus don’t forget to check out the results of my re-run competition. I 

am pleased to say the level of entries was good and every entrant got the 
correct answer. Scroll down to see if YOU were the lucky winner! 
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From around 10 am until the start of the AGM, this is one of the busiest meetings 

you are ever likely to see as the membership gathers at the Trinity Methodist 
Church, Leicester. I felt it was busier this year than last, perhaps because there 

was going to be a change of chairman, David Embling having given a full year’s 
notice that he would be standing down after a decade of excellent service to the 

Association. 
And so it was that at 1:30pm the membership moved through into the adjacent 

church for the formal part of the day’s proceedings. At this point the trade area 
empties and this tends to signal the end of the trading part of the day. 

At around 2:30pm the members began to emerge from the church and it was 

confirmed that David Dawson has been elected as the new HRCA Chairman. I am 
sure you will join me in wishing him well in his new role. 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Out And About 

HRCA AGM – Leicester Saturday 13th Feb 2016 
The annual general meeting of the HRCA is far more than just a meeting, with 

several fantastic layouts and a large number of traders all in evidence to make 
this a really good day out.  
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It never ceases to amaze me at these events, that I still keep coming across 

fantastic old toys that I have never seen before, or even knew existed! This 
event was no exception as I was stopped in my tracks by a ‘cameo’ diorama 

featured by Mike Little as part of his layout.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
In one corner of the layout was a superb military camp featuring a couple of 

Nissan huts, some lovely old Minic tinplate military vehicles and a barrage 
balloon suspended from a gantry. On further enquiry Mike explained that the 

balloon was in fact also by Minic and was actually only produced for one year in 
1940. As supplied it was designed to be suspended from a length of string and 

then connected to a clockwork vehicle below, which when released would pull the 
balloon along the length of the string. I have certainly never seen one of these 

before and not surprising really as Mike explained they are extremely rare and I 

think he has only ever seen one other! For the purposes of this layout, Mike’s  
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friend, Tony Twiggs, came up with the idea for, and built, the gantry to suspend 

the barrage balloon and in fact he also made the Nissan huts for the military 
camp diorama. What a fantastic and unique addition to the layout. It certainly 

caught my imagination and I’m sure from the level of interest being shown, it 

also caught the eye and interest of many of the members at this year’s AGM.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

So with that in mind I am pleased to open this month’s customer corner with this 
superb shot from Mick, one of my Sandown Show regulars. I featured Mick’s 

garden layout last year but when I saw these shots I knew I had to feature it 
again. This shows Mick’s Seven Mill Models B17 ‘Arsenal’ hauling a rake of 

Darstaed Mineral Wagons, complete with coal loads. Truly inspiring and thanks 
Mick for some great photos. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Customer Corner 

Hopefully spring is just around the corner and so thoughts begin to 

turn towards getting out into the garden again. For those of us lucky 
enough to have an outdoor layout it is time to clean and refurbish 

after the ravages of winter and get ready for the balmy days of 
outdoor summer running that are hopefully just a few months away. 
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Next we are off to New Zealand where Chris from Nelson has been busy with the 

new City Builder Station kit. He has this up and incorporated it nicely into his 
layout with a slightly shortened platform. Chris reports it is on the wrong side of 

the layout to photograph easily but actually I think he has done a great job and 

the station looks extremely realistic. The addition of figures and luggage makes 
such a difference and brings the whole scene to life. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Thanks to all of you who have sent in pictures of your layouts. Please keep them 
coming because, as I always say, we all have different ways of enjoying the 

hobby and we all approach things in slightly different ways. I think it’s great to 
learn and take inspiration from others. 
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Well I am pleased to say that the owner, Richard from near Royston in 

Hertfordshire, has been in touch with lots of information on what is a very rare 
and unique model. Over to Richard: 

 

‘Paul, just enjoyed the Jan news.  
Just for info, my 4-6-0 No.441 is a model of GCRly Glenalmond type, Class 1A, of 

1913 build, Gorton. It was the freight version of Sir Sam Fay class 1, with slightly 
smaller wheels. As with the 'Fays' it was superheated, from new.  

Two of the class just got into the 1948 year and though allocated a BR number, 
61353 & 61357, they were withdrawn before their number was applied. LNER 

classified Class B8. 
A further 10 were constructed 1914-15, 3 more being named: Sutton Nelthorpe, 

Lord Roberts of Kandahar, and Earl Kitchener of Khartoum. 
My own thoughts about this lovely model, generally agreed by Steadman trust 

guys, is that it is a rare Bonds of Euston and Leeds Model Company melding. 
Originates from around 1960 probably. I bought it 2nd hand. Mine carries a brass 

nameplate CLIFFORD WITNEY but I know nothing about this name; does anyone 
else have any idea? 

Rare indeed, the control is by rheostat at the front of the tender, your photo just 

reveals the 'knob' to turn; reverser too, inside the cab, runs along the running 
plate to a switch below its chimney, between its chassis. Never seen another like 

it; just love it. It started my small collection, of about a dozen 'O' gauge locos.  
 

I’ve certainly never seen another like it either and I really do thank Richard for 
taking the time to complete the story behind the model. I can fully understand 

your love for this model, it’s a lovely piece with a great history. 
 

 
 

 

The Story Behind the Model 

Do you remember this loco from last month’s newsletter? It was 
displayed at the Bassett-Lowke Christmas meeting at Digswell but 

sadly I deleted the notes from my phone by mistake and couldn’t 
remember the full details behind the model. 
 



7 
 

 

 
 

 
Regular Newsletter readers may recall the feature article I did a year or more 

ago about the Welland (or Harringworth) Viaduct, which is a local railway 

landmark just a few miles to the west of WJVintage HQ in Kings Cliffe.  
 

 
 

Well it looks like the famous old viaduct is to have an even more famous visitor 
this year. Here is an extract from the Northants Herald and Post. 

 
‘The Northamptonshire village of Harringworth is set to welcome a 

special visitor this summer. The world famous Flying Scotsman is set to 
pass over the landmark Harringworth Viaduct in June. Harringworth is 

planning a warm welcome including car parking and refreshments in the 
village.  

There will be a great view of the steam train from the village and for 
those wishing a higher vantage point the walk from the centre of the 

village will be a better option than stopping on the narrow local roads. 

The newly restored Flying Scotsman will travel over the viaduct - which 
is the longest masonry viaduct in Britain - at around 10am on Saturday, 

June 4, but the train will return at 8pm in the evening pulled by a diesel 
locomotive. 

To complement the historic journey of the Flying Scotsman there will be 
an exhibition in Harringworth on the history of the famous Harringworth 

Viaduct which was opened in 1880 and spans the Welland Valley with its 
82 magnificent arches as featured on the Harringworth Village website’ 

I don’t appear to have any shows that weekend so I think I might just pop along 
to see this – armed with camera of course! Anyone fancy joining me? 

 

Local News! 
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I’m pleased to report that the BR (early crest) ‘Yank Tank’ has now arrived and 
very nice it is too. Only 20 of this livery have been produced so please do get 

your orders in as quickly as possible to avoid disappointment. It joins the 

previous two releases to complete the first phase of the USA Dockyard Shunter 
programme. Suitable for both 2- and 3-rail use, initial production is limited to a 

total of just 100 locos across the 3 liveries – SR black (50), BR early crest black 
(20) and BR late crest malachite green (30). RRP is £345.00 plus P&P for all 

variants.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you would like to order/pre-order one of these highly limited locomotives 

please email me at wjvintage@outlook.com or call 07711 092497 

 
Coming Soon 
Last month I proposed two more SR USA Class Dockyard Shunters. I am pleased 

to announce that these have now been confirmed. A limited second run of the 
Longmoor Military Railway (LMR) in its smart blue livery and NCB in workmanlike 

black but with colourful yellow/shaded red lettering, are currently both in 
development and should be available by early summer. 

 
 

What’s New? 

Available Now 
but only 3 left 

 
 

BR (early crest) Black – production photo 

Available Now 
 

 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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Both priced at £345.00 (plus P&P), final production quantities are still being 
finalised but suffice to say both will be very limited (probably circa 20 of each) so 

please reserve early to secure one of these. 
 

To accompany these new locos we are planning a new run of NCB Hopper 
Wagons (see below) and I can also now announce that I am currently 

researching a small run of LMR wagons. I hope to have more details of these 
for the next newsletter  

 
New Hopper Wagons 
To accompany the above (USA Tank) proposal I am also pleased to announce 
another new Hopper wagon in Bauxite NCB livery.  

This wagon will dispense with the side chutes of the original ballast hoppers and 
will feature instead brake castings (similar to those produced for the recent PO 

wagons) 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The plan is to produce four wagon variants from four different colliery sites, 20 

pieces of each making a total run of just 80 wagons. The basic design will be the 
same but the running number and colliery name will change on each of the 

variants as shown above. Availability is not yet confirmed but these should be 
available in the spring so please feel free to pre-order now. I will start a log and 

have several orders already. Price will be £45.00 each plus P&P 
 

Hoppers Currently Available 
Please note that I can now offer small numbers only of the Hopper Wagons 

below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Number Colliery 

944 East Hetton 

6977 Bowes 

688 Seaham 

6067 Monkton 

GWR     LMS     LNER 
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All Hopper Wagons are priced at £45.00 each (plus P&P) 
 

 

PO Colliery Wagon Update 
It has been a while since I reported on the new range of colliery wagons that I 

announced last year. Unfortunately the gentleman in Prague who makes these 
for ETS was unwell last year and so the start of production was delayed.  

I am afraid they are still not ready but good progress is being made and I am 
pleased to be able to show you the artworks that have now been completed. I 

have made several amendments and corrections to what is shown and once 
these have been incorporated the tinplate sheets will be off for printing and 

assembly will start shortly afterwards. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
I am hesitant to give a further delivery promise, but prefer instead to keep you 

up to date on progress. By next month’s newsletter we should be getting much 
closer to completion and a delivery date may be available. 

 
In the meantime suffice to say these are being limited to just 50 pieces of each 

wagon and they are offered at just £35.00 each plus P&P. I have a good number 
of pre-orders already so if you would like any of these do please get in touch to 

reserve yours. You can contact me by email at: wjvintage@outlook.com 
 

Ministry of Transport  Plain Bauxite (plain Grey also available)         London Brick 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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I am delighted to announce that Michael Foster’s second book on British Toy 

Trains is now at the printers and should be available within a matter of weeks. 
Following on from the huge success of the first book, this edition covers the 

tinplate trains produced by Dunham, White & Betal, British Marx and A Wells. 
The series of four books will eventually become a unique and most 

comprehensive record of all the many ‘other’ British toy train manufacturers that 
operated with varying degrees of success in the shadows (as it were) of Hornby 

and Bassett-Lowke. 
The new volume is priced at £18.00 each (plus P&P) and is a limited print run of 

just 700 copies. 
I already have several reservations for this edition following the publication of 

Book 1, so please get in touch asap if you would like to reserve a copy of Book 2. 
Note: If you missed out on Book 1, I do still have a few copies available also 

priced at £18.00 each plus P&P 
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Yes, it has finally arrived and I don’t think it will disappoint, in fact I think it’s a 

real winner! I have already had calls from customers who have seen examples on 
display last weekend and who now want to place an order. It is a mightily 

impressive model. The first batch to arrive are 3-rail and satin finish. Most of 
these were already pre-ordered so the chances are you won’t be able to get hold 

of one of these. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

However, don’t worry, more are on the way. The next batch will be gloss finish 
and then in about another two months a further batch of satin will be produced. 

There are various options including nameplate colour (red or black background), 
hi-rail (handrail is painted body colour) or traditional steel (as in the photos). 

Inside the cab there is some lovely backhead detail as well as the isolator switch. 
The price is £745.00 plus P&P. Over the next few days I will be loading up a 

chart to my website showing all the A4 locos and variants that are available to 
pre-order. Please go to www.wjvintage.co.uk for all the details. 

If you have any queries please get in touch and I will do my best to help. 
 

 
 

Darstaed News 

 

Darstaed A4 Pacific 4-6-2 
Long awaited and much anticipated, the new Darstaed A4 is here and I 

think you’ll agree that it’s an absolute stunner 

 
 

http://www.wjvintage.co.uk/
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As the perfect accompaniment for the A4s Darstaed have also now shipped the 

first batch of LNER Teak Corridor Coaches. I have in stock Sets A & B of the 
Gresley and Thompson coaches, plus the Full Brakes of both styles, and the 

Single Sleepers of the Thompson style. Prices are £275.00 for Set A, £295.00 
for Set B and the Full Brakes and Sleepers are £85.00 each. All prices are plus 

P&P. 
The outstanding LNER Teak and BR Blood & Custard Sets will be completed after 

the Chinese New Year break so work on these should continue very shortly. I 
would guess they will be arriving in the UK towards the end of March 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Competition Result! 
I am pleased to announce that my second attempt at a competition was far 

more successful than the first – clearly you are all better acquainted with 
popular music then Eastern European Railways! 

So here are the questions again with the correct answers. As it turned out there 

were in fact two correct answers to Question 3 so I have allowed both 

 
1) What is the rail destination in the song 'King of the Road'? 

A:  Bangor, Maine 

2) The following words are from which 'train' song: ‘Dinner in the diner, nothing 
could be finer than to have your ham and eggs in Carolina’? 
A:  Chattanooga Choo Choo 

3) In song, who serves on the Danville train?  
 

 

www.wjvintage.co.uk 
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A:  Virgil Caine (From 'The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down) "Virgil Caine 

is my   name and I serve on...." 

OR: 
A:  Steve Brady and his fireman (from 'Wreck of the Old 97').  

 

All the correct entries were put into a hat and I had Mrs L draw the winner 

 
And The Winner Is ……… 

 
Gordon Sandell from Washington State in the USA 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Anniversary Running Day 
Saturday 8th October 2016 is now confirmed as the date for the WJVintage 

5th Anniversary running day. Please make a note in your diaries. 

 
Next Month I will hopefully be able to confirm the venue. There are still two 

contenders but I hope to get this finalised in the next week or two 
 

I will also put a programme together for the day. It won’t be anything too 

elaborate and definitely very relaxed rather than formal! The plan is to have a bit 
of a celebration party with hopefully lots of trains to play with!  

     Watch this space!! 

 
 

 

 

WJVintage is on Facebook  

Remember news breaks first on our facebook page so if you want to be 

amongst the first to see what’s new, join up and ‘like’ the WJVintage page. We 

now have over 250 ‘likes’ that follow us so why not join them?  
 

See us at Shows 
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage why not come and see us at one 

of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England and you can buy 
on the day.  

 

Congratulations Gordon. 
Your Bass PO Wagon and 

coal load will be posted off 
to you next week. 

 
Thanks also to everyone 

else who entered the 
competition. There can 

only be one winner so 
perhaps you will have 
better luck next year! 
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We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant change 
from the virtual world we seem to live in these days! 

 
Below are our forthcoming shows: 

 

Sunday Feb 28th – Huntingdon (JJ Webb Fairs) 
International Indoor Arena, Kings Bush Centre, Godmanchester, PE29 2NH – 

10am to 3pm 
 

Tues Mar 1st – HRCA Merseyside Area HRCA Meeting  
Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to 

9.00pm 
 

Saturday Mar 5th - Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, Esher, 

Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:30pm 
 

Tuesday Mar 22nd – Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night) 
Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21 5HD – 

6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts) 

 

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 
We no longer operate the online ordering system as calculating the postage for 

multiple purchases and overseas shipments was proving too complex. So please use 
the website as a shop window and then place you order either by calling or emailing 

me. This has the added advantage that I can confirm stock, particularly for highly 
limited items. Please see below for full contact details. 

Credit Card 
We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your order with 

us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand when calling.  
Cheque 

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just download 
the order form from our website and complete your requirements. Then make a 

cheque out for the total and post both order form and cheque to us at the 

address shown. Please make cheques payable to WJVintage. 
Email 

Alternatively you can place your order by email and payment can then be made 
either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our new email address is: 

wjvintage@outlook.com 
Shows 

We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows. 
 

That’s all for now! 
All the best 

Paul 

********* 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 
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