
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Welcome to the January newsletter and may I wish you all a very happy 

2016.  
As I write we have just seen the first dusting of snow of the winter in the 

East Midlands/East Anglia region but it has dispersed very quickly. 
Thankfully in this region, whilst it has been wet, we have avoided the 

horrendous flooding that other parts of the UK have endured over the 

winter. If any of you have suffered flood damage I wish you well and 
hope you and your families get back to normality as quickly as possible.  

Hopefully spring is just around the corner, and with it better weather - 
fingers crossed! 

 
Continuing the positive theme, this is the time of year that we look 

towards getting out and about again as a new season of shows and train 
meets begin. Plus, here at WJVintage, I am already starting to look 

towards a raft of exciting new products to launch throughout the coming 
year, all of which I hope you will enjoy reading about in this and future 

newsletters. 
 

Finally the November 2015 competition was clearly a brain-teaser too far. 
No-one managed to get the correct answers! So this month I am trying 

again, and hopefully it will be a little easier. Good luck and I look forward 

to a barrage of correct entries! 
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It was just as well because this was a very well attended meeting as members 
and friends of the society gathered in good spirits to enjoy a little festive cheer, 

including the odd glass of wine! 

The overall size of the layout was certainly smaller than at previous meets but it 
was big enough, I think it was a huge improvement and that seemed to be the 

general consensus among those I spoke to. 
It was lovely to see Mike Foster (author of the recent British Toy Trains book) 

make the trip. Earlier in the week he had been concerned that he wouldn’t make 
it as his lift had to cry off. However another well-known name in O gauge circles, 

and my old friend and colleague from Corgi days, Len Mills was able to collect 
Michael as both made a first appearance at Digswell. To add to the ‘celebrity’ 

line-up even Allen Levy from Ace Trains put in an appearance so this was 
obviously the place to be! 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Out And About 

Bassett-Lowke Society Christmas Running Day  

– Digswell, Sat 12th Dec 
Yet another tweak to the layout for this meeting but BINGO! By cleverly 
incorporating one of the vertical wooden supports inside the circuits this was 

the best use of space at the Cowper Arms to-date. It now gives good access to 
the layout from all sides  
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In fact if you look carefully at the photo above you will see Mike Green 
(Chairman of the Bassett Lowke Society – far right), Allen Levy (MD of Ace Trains 

– second from right) and David Embling (Chairman of the HRCA – red jacket in 
centre) all in the same room together – a bit like the three wise men and 

perhaps that light above them is the glow of a star, not the house spot-lamps!!    

 
Whilst this was very much a social event, there were also some very nice trains 

running throughout the day. Here are a couple of photos of some that caught my 
eye. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Unfortunately I managed to delete the notes I made on these before Christmas 

and, the memory being what it is, I now can’t tell you much about them. The 4-
6-0 belongs to Richard Tremaine. It looked superb but did struggle a little, the 

thinking being that it is probably fitted with an old, slightly tired 20volt motor, 
drawing quite a bit of current whereas the supply was only 12 volts. The lovely 

little Caledonian 4-4-0 belongs to Mark Carne I believe and is one of only a very 
small quantity produced. 

I’m sure if any of my facts are incorrect, I’ll soon find out about it! Next time I 

must be more careful to check what I am deleting from my phone note pad. 
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Some of you may recall that I featured some of the work done by master model-

maker and airbrush artist, Simon from Coventry, back in the Oct 2015 
newsletter. Simon mainly customises 1/43 scale diecast cars and he has used a 

number of the City Builder card kits to produce some excellent dioramas. When I 
saw how he has turned the Garage and Shop kit into a winter scene I just knew I 

had to feature some photos this month – before the weather starts to turn. 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

I’m sure you will agree the degree of realism is fantastic. So how does Simon 
create O gauge snow? Simple, it’s all done with flour! What an effect – but don’t 

sneeze whilst admiring the work!! 

Customer Corner 

You have all clearly been very creative over the winter and I have 
been inundated with submissions for the ‘Customer Corner’ 

feature. This is fantastic and I do thank you all very much. 

However, I will have to show some this month and some next so 
don’t despair if your photos haven’t been shown this time around. 
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Next up Broder from Germany has sent in some photos of a fantastic small 

layout he has created, again using the City Builder card building kits as a major 
feature 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Broder’s layout is called ‘The Whisky Trail’ and I think it really shows how you 

can add interest to a relatively small layout by adding a few accessories like 
figures, vehicles, trees and of course one or two buildings. I like the way Broder 

has modified the station platform length to fit his available space. This works 
very well and the Caledonian flavour of the layout (and the layout name) is nicely 

emphasised by some of the rolling stock. Anyone fancy a wee dram? 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Next month I’ll be featuring some more fabulous customer photos from as far 
afield as the south island of New Zealand and closer to home from a lovely UK 

based garden layout.  
 

And do please keep the photos coming in. I think it is great to see your layouts 
and how some of the products I have supplied feature on them. I’m sure I’m not 

alone in finding them a great source of inspiration. 
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I’m pleased to report that the ‘Yank Tank’ continues to sell well and as I go to press 
I am just awaiting confirmation from ETS that the third livery variant, the BR black 

(early crest) will be ready to ship towards the end of January/early February. Only 
20 of this livery will be produced so please do get your orders in as quickly as 

possible to avoid disappointment. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Suitable for both 2- and 3-rail use, initial production is limited to a total of just 

100 locos across the 3 liveries – SR black (50), BR early crest black (20) and BR 
late crest malachite green (30). RRP is £345.00 plus P&P for all variants.  

If you would like to order/pre-order one of these highly limited locomotives 
please email me at wjvintage@outlook.com or call 07711 092497 

What’s New? 

Available Now 
but only 4 left 

 
 

BR (early crest) Black – computer generated photo 

Southern Railways USA 0-6-0 Dockyard Shunter Update 
 

Available Now 
 

 

Coming Soon! 
Limited run of only 20 

pieces 

£345.00 each plus 

P&P 
 

 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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Possible Second Run of USA Tanks 
We are currently contemplating a second run of the SR USA Class Dockyard 
Shunter. If you take a look at the opening photograph to this newsletter and the 

header photograph for ‘What’s New’ you will see the new liveries we are 

proposing. Longmoor Military Railway (LMR) in its smart blue livery and NCB in 
workmanlike black but with colourful yellow/shaded red lettering. 

Our big question is how popular will these be? 
How many should we make? 

This is where we would like to canvas your opinion. 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Please let me know asap whether you would be interested in either of the above. 

This is not a firm commitment to buy but you are of course very welcome to 
pre-order should you wish to and we will confirm your order once we have 

decided whether we feel it will be economically viable to go ahead 
Please note the cab/bunker arrangement is different on both these locomotives 

to the first release and ETS are happy to incorporate the changes on the models. 
Please email me on wjvintage@outlook.com with your thoughts and comments. 

 
 
New Hopper Wagons 
To accompany the above (USA Tank) proposal I am also pleased to announce 

another new Hopper wagon in Bauxite NCB livery.  
This wagon will dispense with the side chutes of the original ballast hoppers and 

will feature instead brake castings (similar to those produced for the recent PO 
wagons) 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The plan is to produce four wagon variants from four different colliery sites, 20 
pieces of each making a total run of just 80 wagons. The basic design will be the 

same but the running number and colliery name will change on each of the 
variants as shown above. Availability is not yet confirmed but these should be 

available in the spring so please feel free to pre-order now and I will start a log. 
Price will be £45.00 each plus P&P 

 
 

Number Colliery 

944 East Hetton 

6977 Bowes 

688 Seaham 

6067 Monkton 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com


8 
 

 

 
 

Series 1 Hoppers 
Please note that due to popular demand I have now have a small 2nd batch of 
London Brick and LMS Hopper Wagons coming in shortly. These will be extremely 

limited – London Brick 15 pieces and LMS 10 pieces. If you missed out first time 
around or if you would like to extend your rake, please get in touch asap. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Also available Ministry of Transport (MOT), NE, GW and plain grey 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
All Hopper Wagons are priced at £45.00 each (plus P&P) 

 
 
                                                                                          

 
 
 

The latest Darstaed advertisement shows the eastern region corridor coaches are 
due any time. I should really say it shows the Gresley coaches but I have been 

told that the Thompsons are also ready and will ship at the same time. I already 
have a good order book for these so if you would like me to order for you but 

have not yet been in touch, please do so asap. 

 
 

Darstaed News 
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The advertisement also shows some of the lined A4 liveries and pre-orders for 
these can now be taken at £745.00 plus P&P each. When they will arrive is not so 

clear. At time of going to press we are still awaiting the arrival of the first batch 
on non-lined A4s. I had hoped these would be with us in January but that now 

looks unlikely. Sadly I suspect that the Chinese NewYear celebrations may well 

delay shipment further so it could be March before we see these. I will keep you 
informed! 
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Competition Time! 
So here is your second chance to win a superb PO Wagon in the livery of Bass 
Beers, complete with one of the ‘just arrived’ new coal loads. The retail value of 

these combined is £41.50 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

This time I have abandoned Czech Railways as a subject and gone for a musical 
theme. All the winning entries will be put into a hat and the prize winner will be 

drawn at random. The result will be published in the February 2016 newsletter. 
 

So now all you have to do is work out the answers to the following questions: 

 
1) What is the rail destination in the song 'King of the Road'? 
2) The following words are from which 'train' song: ‘Dinner in the diner, nothing 

could be finer than to have your ham and eggs in Carolina’? 

3) In song, who serves on the Danville train?  
 

I feel sure these must be easier than my first effort (I hope so!) 
Please send me your answers by email and remember the deadline for entries is 

midnight (UK time) on Sunday 7th February, 2016. 
Good Luck!! 

 
 

Anniversary Planning – A Date for the Diary 

Planning for the WJVintage 5th anniversary running day in Kings Cliffe is slowly 

progressing. At the moment Saturday 8th October 2016 is looking like a good 
day to put in your diaries. 

 
However, in case I have missed a glaringly obvious major show or event 

elsewhere would you all please review your diaries and just let me know if I have 
overlooked anything I should try to avoid a clash with. 

 
If nothing crops up and I can get seriously planning around this date then I will 

firm things up very quickly and start to put a programme together for the day. It 
won’t be anything too elaborate and definitely very relaxed rather than formal! 

The plan is to have a bit of a celebration party with hopefully lots of trains to play 
with! Watch this space!! 

 

Win A 

Superb 

New Bass 

PO Wagon 

with ‘real 

coal’ load 
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WJVintage is on Facebook  

Remember news breaks first on our facebook page so if you want to be 

amongst the first to see what’s new, join up and ‘like’ the WJVintage page. We 

now have over 250 ‘likes’ that follow us so why not join them?  
 

See us at Shows 
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage why not come and see us at one 
of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England and you can buy 

on the day.  
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant change 

from the virtual world we seem to live in these days! 
 

Below are our forthcoming shows: 
 

Sunday Jan 24th – Donington Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 
Donington Park, Castle Donington, Nr Derby, DE74 2RP – 10:30am to 3:30pm 

 

Tuesday Jan 26th – Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night) 

Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21 5HD – 
6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts) 

 
Tues Feb 2nd – HRCA Merseyside Area HRCA Meeting  

Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to 
9.00pm 

 
Saturday Feb 13th – HRCA AGM and Exhibition, Leicester 

Trinity Methodist Church, Narborough Road, Leicester, LE3 2RD – 10am to 

3:30pm 
Note I do not currently have a table booked for the AGM but I am on a waiting list. I will attend 
whether I get a table or not but please contact me in advance if you wish to collect anything. 

 

Sunday Feb 14th – NEC (Barry Potter Fairs) 
Hall 18, National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, B40 1NT – 10:30am to 3:30pm 

 
Sunday Feb 28th – Huntingdon (JJ Webb Fairs) 

International Indoor Arena, Kings Bush Centre, Godmanchester, PE29 2NH – 

10am to 3pm 

 

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 

Remember, to order any of our products online is really straightforward. Please go 
to the website – www.wjvintage.co.uk - find the required item and add it to your 

cart. You can then either continue shopping or check out. We use a PayPal system 
for all transactions including all major credit cards (you don’t have to have a PayPal 

account). This gives you the same level of protection that you would have with any 
eBay transaction and is extremely secure. Please note the website only calculates 

UK mainland shipping. All overseas customers should email for a postal quote 

http://www.wjvintage.co.uk/


12 
 

Credit Card 

We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your order with 
us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand when calling.  

Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just download 

the order form from our website and complete your requirements. Then make a 

cheque out for the total and post both order form and cheque to us at the 
address shown. Please make cheques payable to WJVintage. 

Email 
Alternatively you can place your order by email and payment can then be made 

either by card, paypal or cheque. Please note our new email address is: 
wjvintage@outlook.com 

Shows 
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows. 
 

That’s all for now! 
All the best 

Paul 

********* 
 
 
 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 
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