


MaterModeI

-~ C MasterModels were advertised in the model railway press and in
i Ste rM Od e I S both the Gamages and Bradshaw's catalogues. The company also
produced their own sales leaflet and, in 1956, 1957 and 1958,
ORY published their Catalogue and Handbook which provided good detail of
scale lineside accessories, which were to become the range and their associated series.
odels, were started by Don Bowles of Croydon. His first Like all good model ranges, MasterModels had its imitators. A

ent appeared in July 1950 and referred to ‘realistic’ models Japanese company called AHI Brand Toys produced ‘Tru-Size Metal
were ‘hand-built to scale and not diecast’. The illustration Miniature Figures and Animals in HO scale, a series which definitely
ying the advert showed six lineside accessories ranging contained copies of the British range. They had a larger and thicker
telegraph pole to a water tower. Bowles advertised on a regular  base than their MasterModels originals but were otherwise identical.
until February 1951 when BJ Ward of Grand Buildings, Trafalgar ~ As far as we know, two sets were made. One contained the No. 23
London, advertised that they were now the sole distributors of ~ track repair party but with the flag waving figure replaced by a cable
Vodels. Don Bowles moved to Angel Hill, Tiverton in July 1951  drum. The other set was a mixture of figures from sets 2, 3, 23 and 67.
to being a model railway retailer. Apart from MasterModels, BJ Ward also marketed platform and
building series that included Woodside, Rickwood, Clarewood (kits),
Hailey and Dudley. Rick-wood and Clare-wood were named after his
children. Hailey models were made at Goods Depot, Sackville Road,
Hove, while Dudley models were apparently made by a couple of
joiner/carpenters on Dudley Road in Eastbourne who did a bit of model
making when things were slow.

They also sold the ‘Wardie’ tunnels and road bridge and the ‘K’
Series garage accessories which were larger than 00 scale. The 'Gilco’
sets, which BJ Ward distributed, contained some of the ‘Wardie’
garage accessories, such as petrol pumps. Puck sponge rubber
scenery (made by Grovewell Ltd), Kentoys (presumably made by
Kenlow), the Wee World Series and the Anorma range of building kits
were all advertised in the MasterModels Catalogue and Handbook

Further Reading

An authoritative work, published in 2009, is The lllustrated Kemlows
Story by Paul Brooks (ISBN 978 0 9561879 0 1). This includes
coloured illustrations of the entire range and was published by Paul
Brooks. Also from the same source is a small book called
‘MasterModels - Listing of Models for Collectors’. Model Railway
Enthusiast magazine had a long running series called The
MasterModels Gallery’ which included coloured photographs of most of
the range. This may be found in every issue cf the magazine from

Prossntation set of railway signs [3] No.3 June 1998 to March 2000.

i Identifying MasterModels - There have been a number of makes of
ne;g g‘y,OB:::nn; (gBi\?:rl,ea): (1’28 Vv\\llzr:;:;itt:f Bridge 00 scale metal figures available in Britain and it is not easy to identify

the time Ward became involved, a cottage industry gave them as they rarely carry a maker's mark. The most common are

productio e-ca: t - MasterModels and Britains Lilliput. While Britains figures are quite
e Kenlo‘: hyh [ i s cemed ouby @ smooth and nicely proportioned, those of MasterModels are a little

more rugged. The MasterModels range included many lineside and
platform accessories and some of the larger ones carry the tooled-in
inscription ‘British Made'.

dels series was manufactured until 1962 and during
 than 100 4mm scale lineside accessories were
uding, towards the end, some rather poor looking

- e Set of passengers [2] No.2
been dropped from the B J Ward catalogue by rifpp s :
fnew models were introduced into the range as Some figures, such as the wheelbarrow and track repair workmen
d to have reached its peak by fepandl with tools, turn up in several set§ while some castings, such as the

the last year any new models were telephone kiosk, tum up in a variety of disguises. Very early models
release being in October of that year. were made in brass sheet by modeller Don Bowles and these are quite

o Visit the BRM website at: www.model-railways-live.co.uk
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~ Tudor Series buildings

Inn wood block building

ted paper, sign 'Ye Old
access to coaching yard beneath
m?em building decorated witp,

wood block building decorated
r, also referred to as TS/3

op wood block building decorated with
54-56

wood block building decorated with
54-55
‘with Buffers earlier code for BS1

Buffers DB, single casting,
uffer beam - 51-57
1 Lamp single casting with lamp
with red buffer beam and lamp

Lamp and Buffers single
and buffers, grey with red buffer

Signs 2 squarish signs on single
Railways - Do not Touch Conductor
ailways - Take Care When

small bag of imitation coal - 527
uble size) large bag of
-60
sters (00) 50 in packet, including
-and monochrome railway signs

osters (00) 25 in packet - 55-60
Posters (00) 12 on a sheet
- 55-58
rs (00) sheet of 60 colour=d
20 monochrome railway

 Posters (TT) two thirds size
of 50 - 55
ed Brick, 30"x22" - 58
ne, 30"x22" - 58
rquet, 30"x22" - 58
Green Roman Tile, 30x22" - 58
ed Roman Tile, 30"x22" - 58
r code for DS3 below - 50
‘and Distant) DB, no
2-53

e (6) (see FB6 below) - 51
3-rail flexible fencing made
ned posts for fixing into

six 6" lengths of 3-rail
wire with bases on 3

rding between 2

‘coloured advert - 57-54
Timetable set combining

51-61 i
etable set combining




between 2 posts on a base with notice: ‘British
Railways - Warning - Trespassers Will Be
Persecuted - By Order' - 51-53

Station scene with MasterModels accessories
- Warning Notice and Departures Board set

- combining H3 (above) and T4 (below) - 55-59 8

Lamps with Advertisement Board 2 modern
street lamps with curved tops and an advert
~ board on the standard, square bases, ‘Keep
~ Death off the Roads’, ‘Buy British, Buy Master
Models’ - 55-61 8
Level Crossing Gates (2) (see 9 in numbered

list below) - 57-52 8
~ Double Lamp no further information - 57 5
~ Loading Gauge DB, (see 80 in numbered list
~ below) - 50-51 5
- Lamp with Advertisement Board (2) (see LA2

above) - 51-55 4

Single Lamp no further information - 50-51 5

Rare office building, hospital and flats
iniature Posters (see D1, D2, D3 above)

3 '

ce Building 5 storey modern building with
-57

pital Building 2 storey modern building - 57 20

Building 4 storey modern building - ?
Scenic Background (4) (see 98 in

bered series) -52-61 10

and Coach Stops (4) (see 94 in numbered
)- 53-61

4

(see D1, D2, D3 etc.)- ? ¥

graph Pole made from steel wire with 2 or .

s - 54

Universal Plus Point Lever no further

-? NPG

Quarry Granite no further information i

er no further information - 60-61 NPG

ment small black brass hoarding with
advert: ‘Chivers Jellies' - 51 8

t small grey wrought-iron and plank
-53

12

12

12
10

10

10

NPG

10
NPG

SG4
SM

SM4
SS
S81

SS2

ST

™

T2
T3

T4

TD6

TP4
TPB

TPB4
TPD
TPD6
TS
TS/2

MasterModels

4 Grey Seats 4 of SG (above) - 55-59 8
Green Seat small green wrought-iron and plank

seat - 51-53 2
4 Green Seats 4 of SM (above) - 55-59 8
Single Semaphore Signal home or distant - 52 4

Single Semaphore Signal (Home) DB, home

- 50-53 4
Single Semaphore Signal (Distant) DB, distant

- 50-53 4
Signal Arms upper and lower quadrant - ? 5

Timetable & Seat DB, brass sheet and bar seat,

GWR timetable on back of seat, later replaced by

No.39 - 51 5
Water Tower DB, a water column of early design
- 50

Timetable (Small) small hoarding between 2
posts on a base with a small timetable,
sometimes with ‘Arrivals’ on label on reverse

- 51-55

Timetable no further information - 51

Timetable (Large) large hoarding between 2
posts on a base with large timetable - 571-55 4
Train Departure Board large hoarding between

2 posts on a base with 2 small timetables,

sometimes with ‘Train Departures’ on label on

reverse - 51-55 4
Telegraph Pole DB, double pole structure (joined

by cross pieces) with 6 arms. no base, later coded
TPDS, listed also as TPD - 50-52 2
Water Tower water column - 57 12

20

o w

e 5

Large water tower TN,

Water Tower large water column with 2 moveable

hoses and chains and a ladder - 51 S‘Fv
Water Tower small water co.‘qun with 2 hoses
and chains but no ladder - 57-52 8
Telegraph Pole DB, pole with 4 arms and no :
base, later coded TP4 - 50-52 , y
Telegraph Pole, pole 3.75" long with 2 arms :
4
- 58-61 i
3 é /) - 52-57 4
Telegraph Pole (see TP above) - 52-& :
Telegrazh Pole DB, pole with 4 arms and a base, "
later called TPB4 - 50-52 .. :
Telegraph Pole (see TPB above) - 52-57 ;
Telegraph Pole (see TD6 above) - 5(:-5% :
Telegraph Pole (see TD6 above) - 5,.5-55/ 3
The Coach Inn (see BR/12 above) - 2

The Rising Sun (see BR/10 above) - 55

10

6
6
6
6
35
35

te at: www.model-railways-live.co.uk



MasterModels

Antique Shoppe (see BR/15 above) - 55

/3

12/4 (Tea Shoppe possibly same as BR/9) - 55

TS/5 House (see BR/8 above) - 55 ?

T Posters (see D1, D2, DS(etc )- 7 it

W Track Signs 3 bar type signs on Mo posts al
base: ‘Whistle’, ‘Reduce Speed’, 20 mph on
Curve' - 51-57 s

wB4 Wagon Buffers (Round) 4 brass wagon bu
- 50-53 :

wC Water Crane DB, water crane made from wire

with hose, chain and a winding handle rising from
the base, replaced by No.48 - 50-53

WT Water Tower (see WT1 below) - 52-53

Water Tower water tank on girder frame, also

WT1
listed as WT - 51-57

WT2 Water Tower water tower on vyooden block
disguised as a building with brick paper, same
casting as WT1 - 53-55 : 3

WT2 Water Tower as above but with a lean-to attache

to the building - ? : i
Imitation Grass Mat sheet 12"x22", suede finish

- 58-60

2 Numbered Items and Sets

Aer a period of haphazard letter codes, a straightforward numbering system was

introduced for models in the MasterModels range and these are listed below
Unfortunately some numbers were repeated.

More MasterModels lineside accessories

1 Track Accessories (4) station nameboard
(Waterloo, Crewe, Cardiff or Glasgow),
telegraph pole, single lamp standard, level post
(brown + white) - 51-54

1 Railway Staff (5) porter with sack barrow, station
master, porter with 3 cases, guard with flag, short
porter with silver box - 51-57?

1 Rpllway Staff (5) porter with sack barrow, porter
with 2 cases, porter with 3 cases, guard with flag,
guard holding a lamp up high - 572-60

2 Railway Passengers (5) lady with coat over her
arm, small boy, golfer with clubs, man with rolled
brolly, postman - 51-60

3 Assonqd Figures (5) man in top hat and tails,
woman in evening dress and cape, boy or girl,
woman with handbag, man (green) with brolly and
rolled newspaper - 51-60

4 Se_ated Figures (5) two soldiers, a Wren, man in
suit, woman in coat - 51-60
5 Seated Figures (4) nun, woman in coat, man in
- overcoat, lovers - 51-62
Double Seats (2) single casting d i
; Pt 735 g double sided
Platform Accessories (7) weighin,
g machine
chocol g
g 51_60late machine, hand trolley, 3 churns, cycle
7 !’I;:g;m Accessories as above but with 4 churns

20
20
20
20

10
NA

10

18

25
25

NA

12

10

10

10

10

10
10

12
12

35
35
35
35

15

15

25

25

30
30

15

15

15

15
15
15
10

156
15

Milk Churns 12 cone shaped with flared top -51.57

(B
KL
| o
L
(L)

10

10

1"
1
12

14

15

16

16

17
18
18

19

20
21

21/22
22
23

Street furniture No.10

Milk Churns 6 bottle shaped and 6 cone shaped
without flare - 58-61

Pair of Level Crossing Gates each mount

a post with a green base, each with half re«
originally coded LCG, (see also 76 below
Station Equipment (4) round or oval pilla

bus or coach stop, telephone kiosk, single
double street lamp - 52-60

Station Equipment (4) round or oval pill

bus or coach stop, telephone kiosk, Cast
hoarding - 58-60

Gradient Posts (6) brown posts and base
white arms - 51-55

4 Sheep in Pen grey wooden base, gre

cream metal fence - 56-60

Electric Trolley + Trailer + driver (plus

trolley), 2 barrels, 2 crates, trolley + traile

blue - 52-59

‘WHSmith’ Bookstall green (shades

casting with printed card for back of st

detail on printed labels - 52-62

Telephone Kiosks (2) single casting
wrap-round printed label - 52-55

Single Station Lamp Standards (3)

cast-iron type standards, curved-over !
modern lamps - 52-57

Single Station Lamp Standards (3) !

round base, concrete type standards

top with tiny modern lamps - 58-61

Steel Girders 6 pieces of unpainted gi
shaped metal, also coded 'FI' - 52

Cable Drums (2) single casting, unlagge
Henley - 52-58

Cable Drums (2) one lagged + one unlagge
type, Henley - 58-60

Tar Barrels (6) crude castings, black with ye
ends - 52-57

Tar + Oil Barrels (12) crude castings, 6 black
6 grey - 58-61

Oil Barrels (6) crude castings, grey with white
ends - 52-57

Platform Gardens (2) island beds, 1 rectangular
+ 1 diamond, single castings with 1 bush each
- 52-57

Platform Gardens 1 rectangular + 1 diamond *
2 semicircle - 58-59

Platform Gardens 2 semicircle border beds
single castings with 2 bushes each - 52-57
Track Repair Party (6) lookout with flags, man

Visit the BRM website at www.model-railways-live.co.uk
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with shovel, man with sledge hammer, man with

pickaxe, man and a wheelbarrow - 52-60

Police Boxes (2) same casting as telephone

kiosk but different wrap-round printed label, dark

blue - 52-58

Placards (3) each a casting with a printed label

'showing posters behind wire - 52-57

SInp.f Buffer - buffer stops built from old railway

sleepers filled with sand or ballast, single casting

- 52-60

Scales with Light Luggage (5 pieces) green,

~ black and silver scales that turn up in other sets,

2 suitcases, golf bag, basket of fruit - 52-57

~ Signal Ladders (6) stamped metal ladders

~ mounted on a card and probably sold separately
53-59

Glass Crates (3) single castings, painted cream

and wrapped round with printed wood effect Iabel

W Iron Sheets (3) grey castings - 55-58
~ Enquiry Kiosks (2) same casting as telephone
kiosk but with different printed wrap-round label,

- 52-58
d Cable Drums (2) as in 18 above but both

~ lagged, Henley - 53-57

Watchman hut and brazier No.34

' Oil Drums (3) red with white Esso labels,
ly box has been found with deep blue label - 52-54
’ Oil Drums 3 green and 3 red with white
0 labels - 55-61
man’s Hut open front covered seat and
with red foil fire, man with sledge hammer
O
Laying Party (5) man with sledge
, man with pickaxe, man with wheelbarrow,
cable drum (either) - 52-62
ley’s’ Tobacco Kiosk same as 14 above but
| and with different printed card and stuck-on
these vary) - 52-62
's’' Fruit Kiosk same as 14 above but
and with different printed card and stuck-on
52-62

Bin & Fire Buckets sand bin with red label,
and 4 fire buckets, man with shovel - 52-61
vith Station Name seat attached to a
N nameboard (Westbay, Glasgow, Crewe,
Waterloo, Swansea, Edinburgh) - 52-57
Way Cabin ‘timber' hut on metal
h barrel and plastic pipe from gutter,
pickaxe or shovel - 53-60
n cylindrical tank on top of post
base, ladder and plastic pipe - 53-60
Container “Don't carry it — send it by
on" ** - 53-61?
ontainer “Smiths Bluecol the Safe
" - 53-617

ainer yellow plank effect sometimes
h Railways Furniture - 537-61
k & 4 Cycles rack (a grey cast slab with
cast cycles in different colours - 52-60
(2) 'Esso’ pumps red or blue with
bit too large for 00 - 52-57
e as 40 above but sign on roof
‘water butt or workman - 53-60

10

15

15

8

6
10
10

10

15

15
15

20

18

15
12

15

10

15

10

15

20

20

12

12
10
10
10
10
15
15

15

48
49

49

50

51

51/2

52

53

55

56

57

58
59

60
61

62
63
64
65

66
67

67/9

MasterModels

Water Crane very like Hornby Dublo water crane

but marked ‘MasterModels’ on the base - 53-61 6 10
Level Crossing two pairs of gates on a single

cast metal roadway ramp base that goes under

the track - 53-57 18 25
Level Crossing two pairs of gates on separate

cast metal roadway ramps that abut the track - 58-61 22 30

MasterModels platform accessories

AA Box & Patrolman traditional AA box

(special casting), motorcycle and AA sidecar, AA

patrolman to sit on bike - 53-60 30 40
Semaphore Ground Signals (2) black ground

signal with grey horizontal arm operated by

sprung counterweight, dummy lights - 563-57 10 15
Ground Signal and Disc Shunt Signal one

from set 51 above and one from set 52 below - 58-59 10 15
Disc Shunt Signals (2) black shunting signals

with grey disc with black bar operated by sprung

counterweight, dummy lights - 53-57 10 15
4-Aspect Searchlight Junction Signals (2)

black searchlight signal with ladder and dummy

lights, red light with grey surround - 53-57 10 15
2-Arm Electric Banner Signals (2) black banner

signal with ladder and 2 round discs (grey with

red or green stripe) on horizontal arm - 53-57 10 15
3-Aspect Colour Light Signals (2) black colour
light signals with ladder and dummy lights in a
grey surround - 53-57

Aspect Searchlight Signals (2) black
searchlight signal with ladder and dummy green
light with grey surround - 53-57 10
Crew Unloading Trucks (7) 2 men carrying

plank between them on their shoulders, man with

box on head, man carrying box in front of him,

man lifting something down, foreman in suit - 53-60 12
Track Ballast packet of track ballast - 53-61 NA 1
Tarpaulin Covers (2) black fabric with strings and

printed in white with cross and BR317521 - 53-61 NA

0N

Station Names 12 names on gummed paper - 53-57 NA 1
AA Boxes 2 of the traditional AA box No.54 from

50 above - 53-61 12 20
Police Box with Patrolman Police box from 24

above, motorbike without sidecar, police rider on

bike (ex-AA man) - 53-61 30 40
Pillar Boxes 2 oval pillar boxes - 53-57 6 10
Wicket Gate kissing type gate set in a short

length of fence - 53-60 6 10
Charrington’s Coal Bunker block of three coal

bunkers with nameboard across the top, scales,

man carrying sack on back - 54-60 5 10
Station Clocks 2 double sided bracket clocks
with crazed faces - 54-61 6 10

Street Personnel (5) woman in coat, man :
having his shoes cleaned, policeman conducting

traffic, news vendor - 54-57 10 12
Street Personnel (8) sets 67 and 69 combined
- 58-62 16 18
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MasterModels
90 Sheep (6) from 11 above - 60
i r?lrdet: BL"?,"Z ror'r? '2355133732‘13”’5'3%3 g5e 85 - 92 foursegzrig 5'31';65'2 l:['; tv::msrv’.t«. of one eag}
DUEIaCHITINED. rom 53, 54, 55 a above - 56-59
69 Belisha Crossing Setv2 Belisha beagonss‘v“ag‘;1 6 10 94 Bus and Coach Stops (4) London Transpory
& crossing aftendanit with & stop board - 5+~ - design, 2 single flag bus stops, single flag coact
— P —— o stop with timetable, double flag coach + by

Gentlemen'’s platform urinals No.72

(see 00 or K14 in other tables) - 59-61

70 Bus Shelter single casting in shades of green
with London Transport posters and map on printed
paper - 55-60 8 12
71 Loading Crane on Base grey crane that swivels
on a pyramidal stepped base, working jib and
hook cable - 55-62 15 20
72 Gent’s Toilet 2 castings which together form an
outdoors wrought-iron urinal block - 54-61 10 15
73 Mine Workers 5 black workmen with silver
kneepads, a wheelbarrow - 55-57 18 20
74 6" Paling Fences supplied 6 or 12 to a box they Loading crane N
were sold singly, green single casting fence with
top rail and base - 55-60 12 1D 94 Bus and Coach Stops (4) London T
75 Station Name & Seat with Figures double seat design, 3 single flag bus stops, sing
with nameboard and three seated figures: nun, stop - ?
man in coat, woman in coat - 55-59 10 15 95 4 Road Signs round double sided
76 Level Crossing Gates (Double Track) pair of no parking, open/closed, no entry
long reach gates on posts each with square base and K21 - 55-58
(2 sets needed) - 55-61 8 12 96 Le: i double f
77 Girder Bridge (Double Track) same as 68 but wn:;t cli-ggrgbae?t\i;Tcbeo't?wnglcjr::‘\ ]
ext:nded in width with a second floor section and - 58-61 i i
girder sections to join them - 55-60 30 40 S above but
78 Sitting Army Figures (5) 2 WRAC, 2 soldiers » ;:?;;gggggﬁcl)czl?%g.%;lbow =
with hats, 1 soldier without - 55-57 10 15 96 Left Luggage Offi bove but
79 Sitting Naval Figures (5) 2 WRN., 3 sailors - 55-58 10 15 says L ?tgL - e ot P
80 Loading Gauge white with white pedestal fixed - 5);3-61e b
to a black base strip, white gauge suspend i
short wires, originally codedg'LGg' - 52—21 cn'vg 6 10 » Scatle e Backgrgund e !
81 Massey Harris Tractor & Roller red tractor with 'con 0%, (seea
black wheels, blue or green driver, blue roller with 97 g:zecj S Wove) = 61
grey wheels, originally coded K49 - 55-61 35 50 : ‘°Tage Tanks 2 silver tanks m
82 Massey Harris Tractor & Rake red tractor with = idaun Products'tra
black wheels, blue or green driver, blue rake with 5800 egch tanlf g
red wheels, originally coded K50 - 55-61 35 50 =T Bl - 761
83 Massey Harris Tractor & Hay Trailer red tractor s Police and enquiries boxes now have a | X
with black wheels, blue or green driver, green sC and telephone boxes share a flat topped cas
trailer with black wheels, originally K47 - 55-60 35 50 ) nan .t cubplied by B.J.Ward
84 Gantry Signal dummy colour light signals on been designed so that an altemative semaphore
black gantry cast in two halves and riveted the castings
together *** - 56-62 15 20 - ,;_
85 Service Personnel (5) Wren, seated sailor army Presentation Sets -
officer, soldier with kit bag, military policeman - 57-62 10 1 With the exception of the plastic set, these contained star
86 BR Personnel (7) driver, ﬁreman, borter and 5 tables although the plastic set has been found with some |
broom, coach window cleaner and ladder Special Value Set (8) buffer stop, timetab
Pullman car steward - 57-62 4 14 1 hoarding, 4 track signs, seat - 52-54
87 Petrol Pumps on Stand all red with ‘Essolube’ 8 2 Special Value Set (7) siding buffer, 2 tr
gL:he" )1(1(:0. motor oil on sign between 2 'Esso’ 2§;ahon lamps with adverts, timetable
ps, plastic pipes, originally coded K16 - 56 - 92-54
88 Roadside Kiosks (4) RAC, telephone, enqu?r?ego i 1 e Special Value Set (8) 2 timetables, 4 track
and police kiosks, castings are slightly different 2 hoardings - 52-54
i fFl'gr:t::iZIer ones * - 58-61 i 20 25 Plastic Set (11) double lamp standard, 2 Belis!
s ge two sections of 6 paling fence beacons, policeman, red woman telephone k
above) welded to cast floor section - 58-62 8 12 motoreycle, motorcyclist, news vendor, pillar box

bus stop - 627
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